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ACEPF.EF

lh is is ihe story of  a Holocaust survivor,  Jack Glotzer,  qy brorber- ia- law
(husband'  of  ny s ister Beatr ice Glorzer)  which was narrated by hin to my
slster in several segmeat's. lhis is tbe most gruesome story ti:at f bave
ever heard.; tbe evenis are so honend.ous that uhey shall remai-n buried.
deep in ny rnetrory.

So, the quest ion ar ises why d.o we have to dwel l  in the past and to reb.ash
Jack's l i fe experi-ences whicb. happeaed. over fifty years ago? why d.o we
have to subject  h im to painful  and tearful  recol lect ions?

Perhaps i t  would be better for  Jack to
only in hls memory and- certalnly never
hin to narrate his story and to put it
causes him much pain and aggravari_on.

THE ANSIIER IS A ESSOUNIING NO.

keep bis paSE life s'rleriences

to forget then, but aot to ask

in writing which u.nd.oubted'l w

We must preserve Jackts story (and. stor j -es of  otb.er survi-vcrs) so rhat
his child.ren, grand.ehild.rea, i;heir child.ren and. so oa wj.l l  learn what
happened- to their father, grand.father and their ancestor in ihe roid.d.le
siueDt.ietb..- cealurt. They nust learn about the Germa;,;, c:1ce o!.e of
th; ;  raost  cul turai  and civ i l izeo people in the wor ld,  who bl inci i -y fo l -
lowlng a barbarlc and aninalistic lead.er Adolf Hitler (Yi-nah Shemo
May b. is name be wiped. out) ,  tor tured. aad a' 'n ih11ated.5 ni l l ion Jews
(wiih colLaboratioa of l lkrainians, trithuaniaas aad orb.ers) using r:aheard.
of barbaric oethod.s. The Germans "believed. in God." on rheir belt buck-
les they had. an insignia "Gott  mit  u! .s"  God with us.  Perhaps they be-
l ieved in God that ad.vocates tor tur ing and. k iL l ing innocent people.

And the wor ld.  s iood by d.oing nothing to help Eo save the Jews. A1l  coua-
trles includi-ag USA (with the exception a.nd- Denmark and Bulgaria) were
not oaly ind-ifferent to the predlcameat of the Jews, but nany rimes
u.ndermined feasible endeavors to save the .rJews. The al1ied_ governmenrs
d-io not evea issue an authoritative oeanr.nciation of rhe Germaa atroclties
against the Jews. ft is doubtful whether the Jewish lead.ers j.n USA and
the Ameri-can Jewry, Dot being r-raired., made a concerted. effort to persuad.e
the us government nor to aband.on the Jews. in Europe.

By their inactioa and ind.iffereace, the USA and other cou.ntries bear a
part ia l  respoasibi l i ty  for  the annihi lat ioa of  5 ni l l ion Jews. f t  musi
be und'erstood that because of  their  lnact iv i ry and si- lence, tb.ey acrual ly



} -a ' rnoA  rn  i ' r l ane  and  to  exace rba te  the  Gernan  Ho l -oca i r s t .  Pe rhaps  c l t ese! v 4 } / v u  v v  4 f a !

s ta tenents  a re  harsh  bu t  they  are  fac tuaL s ra tenents .  Vre  sha l l  no t  fo r -
ge t  these  sharce fu l  pages  o f  the  US and  the i r  a l l i es 'h i s to ry .

$ h i c  n = n f i a r r ' l! r : :e  j /q rv . r -wr . r . . r&r  s to ry  s tanos  ou t  as  an  exaap l -e  o f  Jacx ts  resou i ' ce fu lness
and resi l ience and. above al l  h is strong wi l l -  to survive aga. insi  over-
whe ln ing  odd.s .  f  wou ld  be  an iss  i f  I  c id  no t  s ta te  tha t  Jack  is  b lessed
v : i th  a  phenomena l  memory .  i i i s  reco l lec t ion  o f  events  in  minure  oe ta iJ -s ,
wh ich  occumed over  f i f t y  years  ago, ,  i s  t ru ly  renarKab le .

I  w ish  to  g ra te fu l l y  acknovr ledge the  ass is rance in  p reparar ion  o f  t l , i s
v :o rk rby  ny  s is te r ,  Seat r i ce  G lo tzer .  I  aa  fu lJ -y  cogn i -zant  o f  her  hard .

and pa in fu l  task  o f  e l i c i r ing  Jaex fs  s to ry  and.  wr i t ing  i t  oown fc r  ne .
t l i thou t  her  ass ls tance th i .s  work  cou ld  no t  have been acco:no l i . shed.

I  a lso want to thank ny v. ' i fe,  tsel1e for helping me r . , , i th rhe edi i ing of

the  tex t .

The fu tu re  genera t icns  must  learn  f rcn  such s rc r j .es  sc  r :ha t  another

Hc locausu w i l l  nc t  be  a l lowed to  happen in  t i :e  fucur 'e ;  we there i ' c : 'e
must  p reserve  i io loceus t  s to r i -es  so  rha t  rhe  German l lo loca i - i s t  i s  no t

fo rgc t ten  or  cen j -ed . .

A lexande r  i a l ze r

Brooxlyn.
JuIy 2OOO
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Earl.y Child.hood. Years (r:nti l the outbreak of Wor1d. l iar If Sept. I, l9t9)

f was born in the town Rohatyn (Poland before l iorld War ff '  Dow Ukraine)

on January 12, Lgzr. Robatya. is situateo oa Lw6w-Stanislaw6w highway,

approxinately 70 kn (4t niles) southeast of Lw6w. Before the war the

total  populat ion of  Rohat;nr was g'OOO; one rhird,  ( r 'OCC) '#ere Jews.

I was the oloest son of Mayer aa<i Toba Glorzer (nee Barbau). f was aamed.

after iny nother's fatb,er Jacob Barban, who was called. Yanxel. Viy nick-

name was Kuba because rb.e i.Jkrainiaa anri-Senires mao.e fun of ny name

Yankel; Kuba sou.nd.ed. more like aD Uicrainian nane.

'*e l lved. in our house oD the outskirts of Rohai;yn oa Cerkiewna sureet

r \o.  20.  i&e hat i  several  horses, cows and a barn for  EheB. Aojacent to

our house was a big gard.en. The house was sumolrncecr by orcbaros of

f ru i t  l rees,  currant bushes and lots of  greener ies.  The scenery was

inagni f icent.  Close to our b.ouse was a r iver "Gni i ta Lipa" (rot ten l inden)

where I learned. to swim. My father owaed a butcber store in the "rynek"
( rsarke t  p lace  ) .

f ha<i two brothers: Samuel (Shnul) who was a year younger than I. htiy
youngest brotb.er Moshe Eqanuel was born in April I9rD. I adoreci ny

l-itt le brorher; I ie used to follow ne every*'here wirich was somewhat

bothersome. I iowever,  in as much as I  loved him very uuch, I  o id.  noc

ob jec t  to  h is  fc l low ing  Ee.

One incident stays in ny menory. At one rine when my litt le brother vras

f ollowitlg tae, we bad to cross railroact tractcs. The crossi.ng gaEe was

don'n and rny brother ran across the tracrs; ube train was approacb.ing,

but he made it in t ine. I was ia a shock ano hardly made it back horee.

After th is episooe f  haa nightnares.

My grand.fatber Kalmen Glotzer built our b.ouse erclusively for his chil-

o.ren. My father's sj-ster*M"1k.h Altnan and ber three sorsr trX grano-

fauher 's son fser Glorzer wi th his wi fe aad two sons nnd cur fani ly
(ny pareats, f and ny tso brotb.ers) l ived in this b.ouse. Eecause ure

l ived so close togerher,  I  p layed. wi th my cousins very of tea anci  f

eajoyed. it very much. My father hao aaother four sisters who lived in

USA and a brother Jacob who livea ia Bielsko (Poland) with b.i.s wife ' '  /

aaci  three d.aughters:  Tonia (Tosia),  Clara and Adela.  Tosia $as a big

d.i-sappoinumeat to the whole faraily. She convertect to Catholicism and
marr ied.  ( in churcb) a Pol ish man, Joseph Czekay. Tosia was very ta lented;

riiF-ET5b'eE-dEffi TEEAffi iE-USif Eef ore--TE-eTae
b, r ing inB over  h is  fan i l t  to  USA"

wlEh the inrent j .on lo



soe rl-! ' l 'saeo musLc coDservaEory and became all acconBlished pianist.
l losia's father sat Shivafifor her; nobod.y ia the fanily was a1lowed. to
mention her aame. Jacob aad his fanily used. to coae to us d.uring vaca-
tion tine; but, since this episod.e they stopped coming to us which
mad.e rne very r.rnb.appy.

Iqy father's cousin Shiye Glotzer hao. also a butcher sEore in the 'tr;rnek" I
his wife's nane was Malkah. Tbey had. uhree <raughters: Lusia, R6zia and.
Gi6t l .  Sve were very c lose to tb.en.

I bad nany frj.end.s with whou f played. and. spent a lot of t ime. Since
the r iver "Gni l .a L5.pa" was so close to our house, I  learned to swim
early. As I thiak now, we gave our parents auch aggravation by goiag
alone to the river. My best friend.s were Shlono Laufer (he l ived with
his fani ly very c lose to us),  Buszko Kleinwaks alrd.  Iz j -e Huber.  Having
had so maay cousins nearby aad friencis, I was never lone1y. I enjoyed
loy l if e as a youagster.

My nocher's morher lreah Sarban and my grand-father Yanrel Earban were
very loviag grand.parents. l4y nother's sid.e of tb.e fanily rffere consi-d.-
ered more ar istocrat ic than ray fauherts.  i ly  grand.father '*as a nai- lman;
it was unusual for a Jew to have a govern'Tent position. iyiy grancrnother
leah was a ai<iwife ; she delivered alnost every baby in RohaEJi?l. She
was very rsspected.,  even by the gent i les.  They always took of f  t :e i r
hats when greetiag ny graadnother. She was very generous to us. Every
Passover.  w€, the three boys used. to receive f rom her new sui ts and.
shoes .

l {y nother had. a s ister Zissl .  Zissl  emigrared ro USA long before tbe
$tar.  She namied Joseph Loew (who was F,osette Faust l ia lpera's uncle),
They l ivecr in the Bronr.

It{y mother hao also a brother, Zev Barban.. Zev was a very taleated. actor.
Ite left for fsrael (Palestine ar rhat t i-me) aad became a famous actor
in [el-eviv rheater Ohe1. He mauied. Dvora Kosrelauetz i lhc \iras arr
actress an<i sang professionally. l ie used. to come ro Robatyn with b.is
troupe and performed rbere.

I[y notb'er hao also another brotirer ltouis Barbaa who was a lawyer.

ivly roothel was a beautiful wonan. She was very talenteo witb. her hancs.
She useo to make beautiful need.Iepoi-nus ano to crochet currains. She
sent so&e of  her needlework to USA whicb is now in ny possession.
r remember her always d.oing soinerhlng and singiag. she was a very



L L g  V  J  v s u  ! v  v " v -  '

Ie,lo?e) Htti l tEt:_

I atEend.ed. a grammax school named. "lvlarszatrka Pilsud'skiego" (after a

pol isb Sarshal  J6zef Pi lsudski) .  We cal leo i t  ' t1zerwona Szkola" (Red

scboo l )  because o f  the  br ick  u r imming.  I  d id  no t  en joy  ny  schoc l  years ;

w€r rhe Jewish students conslant ly fought wi th tb.e anl i -seni t ic  boys'

The Jewisb. boys were always blarnea f or slarting the f ights' iviy favorite

school  sub jecrs were history ano geography'  I  hated'  to menotLze poei l ls  '

I  was more preoccupied. going alcng with oul  workers in the wagon pul led

by cur borse. I  f in ished Seven years of  e lementary scb'ocl '  [v iy graoes

were average; f never hao a fail ing gracre '

AS was the custom, when I  reachea ny t r thOir thoay, f  became tsar Mirzvab'

I  c i io act  l i re to stuay with the Rebbies (Jewish reachers) because lsey

use<i 6c beat rne and other Jewisb chi laren'  ( Ic is !o be noieo'  that

Jewish  boys  who a t tenaed Hebrew scb .oo ls .  p r iva te  o r  pub l i c '  were  o f ien

sub ;ec ted .  to  boo i l y  abu-ce  a t  t reacher rs  d isc re t lon ) '

My l i fe c l :angeo considerably in Lgt? wh'en ay father lef t  for  USA' The

reason for his d.ecj-s ion to go lo usA was tne refusal  by the local  Bov-

ernBent to permir  r i tual  s lau8huer i -ng of  ccws anci  calves '  This regula-

t ion was cal lecr "obr6t  rytualny" (r i tual  turn) '  Our busi-ness slarteo

to  ie te r io ra ie  because o f  rh is  s i iuar ion .  rv ry  fa ther  hao four  s ls te rs

j_n che rjnir,ed, States: Cb.aae Kupernan, Rose Altnan, Jeni Hecht and

Charne Scbwartz.  They SeDl proper Cocuments tc l t ry father so that he

coulo Bo to USA. i {y father went to USA wlth bhe expeclacion that he

wiI I  br lng over his faoi ly when he establ ishes hinsel f  in i iSA '  iy ly l i fe

changed considerably when ny fatber lef t .  I  becane tb 'e heao of  che

faai ly.  A[y nolber 's fani ly helped. us f iaancial ly.  My nother was oe-

presseo and. was suffer ing very iauch. I  st i l l  have in ny possession

posE card.s writ ien by ny trolher and ny brothers lo ny father'

u l le h.ad. very acEive Zlonist  organizat ions in our town'  Anong lhen was

Hancar haivr i  and Hashcner Hatzair .  Tb'ese organizaEiol ls prepareo iheir

nembers for  the emigrat lon to Palest ine ( ioday Israel)  using spir i tual

ano physical  (Eahshara )  merhoas. I  was Eoo ycuag to be act ively in-

volved in any par6icular organization, I ano roy friends used lo artend

their  meeEings where we met the pret t iest  g i r ls '  u iy favor l te organi-

zat ion was Gord.onia because the prel t iest  g i r ls  v iere members tnere '

Rohatyn was fasous for i is youag Jewish people ' There v' 'er'e two gin-

nazjuns in RchaEJrD.. Jewish ;leople were not ad'mictec' co pursue higher

eoucat lon :  uhey  had.  to  go  Eo l ta ly  o r  o ther  count r ies  to  conr inue



i {e had a famous soccer Eeam named Maccabi .

The si,tuarion before the outbreak of the war was tease. We were aware

of Hl t ler 's act iv i t ies in Gersaay. l le were sci l1 b.oping thau qy fa-

rher wil} be able to seno us the d.ocuueats for our emigration 60 USA.

My brotber Shnul  was very br ight .  He was wo*ing for ny molher 's broth-

er Momis Barban who was lawyer; this belpeci us f inancially. Life was

very c i f f ieul t ;  My nocher developed. arthr i i is ;  she had extreae head.-

aches. She d- id.  her best. . laq.er very di f f icuh circurustances to be a

gocd mother to us.  She ke.ot  a very c lean house and we were always

wel l  c i . resseo.Our  l i ves  were  "pu t  in  l imbot ' .  Yre  n issed our  fa ther  ano

waiteo for his let ters which were scarce. This naoe ny ncther very

oepressed..

I  renember a Jewish q.ocror f rom cur town, Dr.  Leventer and his ' 'v i fe.

They l"eft for l{ew York in 1979 befcre rhe outbreak of the u/ar to

vls i t  rhe wor la exhibi t ion there.  Dr.  Leventer promised that he wiLl

speak to our father.  He ief t  h is only son Marcel  wich hls fani ly ia

Roharyn. Dr.  and Mrs.  Leventer could.  not  return lo Rohatyn because the

war broke out.  They never saw their  soD again.

We envied. everyone who was leaving for USA. $Je were hoping every cay

to receive the letuer f rcn uy farher and rhe visas which woulo have

perni t ted.  us to emigrate co USn. My father was very disappoj-nted, in

USA: he uissed us very much. I  a lvrays hao a feel ing that his s isters

in USA were aot too eaEer for  ny father to br ing cver another fcur

person,s to USA. My facher was talk ing about returning to Rohatyn.

I  real ly do oot t {now eracr ly the wbole story.  The visas f rom ny fa-

ther never ca&e.



l9a, Septenber L - Jutre 1

r remern'ber tbat the weat.ber auring tbe s,mner of L979 was the nicest
we ever had'' There Fere many Jewish people from nearby big towns vaca-tioning in RohatJrn' The narkets were fi l leci with abr:aaance of fruitsanci  vegetables '  Pecple were preoccupiea wirh rhe pol i r ical  

" t r" ; ; ; ;a t  tha t  t iue :  I i i t l e r  d .enand.eo , ,Lebensraun, , ( roo :c  to  l j_ve)  and the  f i rs tland that he wanted" was the ,,polish Ccmirior,, (narrow surip of landbetween Germaay ano Frussi.a) and the free city of Danzig wirich was aEthat 't ime an internatio!.a1 port (tod.ay this city, Goad.sk belon6s roFo land) .

our hopes to eai8race to uni teci  states were facing with each oay. - l /se
were <iepressed read' ing the aewspapers;  Hi t ler  c la ine6 chat rhe Jewsurere responsible fcr  the d.eplorable economic s j . ruat ion in Gernany.i ihen czechcslovakia and. Ausrria were i-nvad.eo. by Gernans (Lgrg) weknew that Hi- t rer 's threats had to be raken ser iousry.  scme of  chewealthy Jewlsh people were uhinkiag of  escapiag to Fai .esr ine ( tocay
rsrael)  but  by then the rcacis to palesr ine were c losed an<i  i t  was in-poss ib le  to  obua in  a  passpor t .  unres t  g rew f rcn  day  Eo day .  The po les
were very hopeful ;  they ber ievea that the por ish army was strong an6wi l l  defeat l i i t rer '  The ukrainians were expect ing the Germans wj.uh
C l  a 2 f  i a * ' .  r6.sdt '  de'y;  they ber ievea that the Germans wir l  defeat porand. whichwill result in the fornation of an i.rrdepeacient ukrainian governf,ient.
rn the meanti:ae the whole town was in a panic; $e dii not kncw whatEo e)<pec6. ia cbe nid.dle of  September lgrg c i re s i tuauion in rown be_came cr i t ical :  bhere was an anarchy The pcl ish gcvern'ent cf f i -c ia1sand che Pol ish army ran at{ay.  fhe neighbor ing peasants rear;-z ing th is,began to  nass ive ly  f l cw tc  the  Eown.

ri:en sudcenly soneihing iraerpected. happened. on september !? , ryrginsteao of the Geraan arEly' the rown was occupied by the soviet ar&y(Red Arny) '  Apparent ly,  DosE of  che people were no'  aware of  rheGeraan-Soviet  pact  whereby Poland v;as to be d. iv ioed.;  soviets r . .ere rooccupy che easEern part of Poland anti the Geruaas were ro occupy rhe&'eslern part of Polaac ' Thus RohatJm found. itself uncier scviet occupa-i icn '  The Jews bel ieved'  that  rh.ey were saved. ( f roa Gernan ciestrucuion).The Poles looked' at the Red. Arny as invad.ers; they wourd. have preferred.the Gernans ( they bel ieved'  thar chey could.  defeau uhe Geraans).  Tbeukraini-ans were d'evastaced; rheir hope for aa ind.eg.en<ienr ukrai-niangovern'ent was shatuered'' The ukrainian pro-oerty orvners escaped. Eo



lwow; they were afrald.  of  the Russians. Their  property was conf iscared..  iv

fhe property of  the Jewish nerchanrs was also conf iscaEed except for

tbe nerchants who were in tbe food business; they bacr to stay in their

stores to supply food. for the Rea Arrny.

I  f in ished ny elementary e<iucat ion (7 c lasses) before the Red. l t rny

marched. into Robatyn. Uy younger brother, Sanuel worked. in a bar as a

waiter.  My youngesr brother,  Ed.muno ( t loshe Enanuel)  went to school .

I t  was very d. i f f icul t  to get a job.  I  helped ny rrncle (ny father 's

brother,  Is ic iore) in his butcher store.  He was helping us f j -nancial ly

and supplied us with treatr. ft was exrremely hard for my mother; she

was a very proud person and now she had to depend on che fauily to sup-
port  her and her chi loren. I  remember,  she was in tears very of ten.

I  learneo how to oo soice electr ical  work,  but  I  o id nor get paia for

i t .  I iowever .  in  re t rospec t  the  worK w j - rh .  e lec t r i ca l  e lu ipnent  he lpeC

tue a great oeal d.uri.ng tbe Geraan occupation.

F'irst, w€ wele happy that the Reo. Army occupieo. our iown insteai of rh.e
Gernans ;  bu t  la te r  we were  very  d is i l lus ioneo w i th  the  Sov ie r  sysren .

I  oo not remember belng huagry because as I  nent ionea before,  the rela-
t ives helped us.  We were receiv ing post carcis f rore our father.  but  we
gave up alJ-  hopes to euigrate Ec Unirea Stares.  The ant i -semit isn
ciecreased. dur i -ng the Russiaa occupat ion of  Rohat;nr;  rhe ant i -senires
were chensel-ves oppressed. by the Russians. The Russians ciecioed. to de-
nol isb.  some empty stores in the "ryne.k" (narret  p lace) ano to bui ld
there a park with the scarue of Sralin aad Lenin. They cook all yorrng

men to dig for this park. f haci ro wor.k there cwice a week wiuhout any
pay. rl iy hand.s were full of blisters ano ealluses. Vrhen I caBe hone
afrer th is work,  I  notJ-ce<i  that  my morher was looking at  rny hands; she
was crying.

I  remenber one big eveer in town o.ur ing rhe Russian occupat ion.  The
faroily Grad. were very prominent cit izens of cur town. They owneo. a
very successful  text i le business. They were very cbar i table to Jewish
and oth.er orgaaizations- *ben rhe Russians occupied our town uhey con-
f iscaieo a11 nnerchanoise f ron the wealthy business people.  Somebcd.y
reporteo to tb.e Russiaa authority tbat uhe Gracrs ivere bicing merch.an-
dise in lheir  hcme. The Graos were arresred anc a very lengfhy pubi ic
cr ia l  toci< pIace. The publ ic at tended rhe court  proceed. ings every cray.
This t r ia l  was a big sensar icn in the rown. In the end, ihe Greios' f ier .e
fouad gui l ty and they were d.eported. to Siber ia.  The i rony of  l i fe is
that they survlved the war because of  rh is event.



During tbe Russlan occupation the Jewish population in Robatyn

d.oubled,. large nuruber of Jewish refugees froa Gernan occupied

settled. i-n Robatyn. We felt souy for thero because they l ived.

poverty;  we were. '  af ter  a l l ,  l iv ing in our homes.

almost

to$rns

in toral



Under German Occupat ion Li fe In Rohatyn Ghetto:  end of  I94I
filarch 2O, L942

On l i leonesd.ay.  July 6,  194I at  s ix o 'c lock in the eveni-ng. uhe Soviet
jrrroy left F.obatyn wi bhout firing a shot. The Gernan army rnarched in

their  p lace. The Soviet  arqy lef t  behino. at  the raj . I road stat ion heavy

anmuait ion and. niscel laneous bul lets.

The noa-Jewish populat ion went to che sureets to welcome the long-

awaited Gernan arny. Of course rro Jews tvere to be seen. The first

thing what the Germans d.id., was to take a bath in the municipal bath

house (berng such "c1ean peop le"  ) .  S ince  our  house v ras  loca ted  no t  fa r

f ron the mu:r ic ipal  bath house ( f ,a in ia) ,  we could hear in our house the

vrhole ni6ht their o.runren shouiing and laughter. IJte were very scared

as there was no ad.uI t  rnale in our house. The four of  us huodled in ny

motherfs bed cl inging to each cther and shaking. This is how we spent

the f i rst  n ight  unoer the German occupat ion,

The next aay i t  quieted down bi i t r rhe fear did noc leave us.  0n Saturciay,

July t '  f941 ( t i rst  b lack $arurday) the Chr ist lan youth began 6s gather
in the narket place; f ron there t i :ey went to the new parts of  :narkel
place where aost of  the Jews l ived. Terr ib le shouts and cr ies $iere

heard.  when. the at tackers pul led rhe Jews from iheir  homes. Everyboay
was pan ic -s t r i cken.  There  $ras  no  p lace  to  escape Eo,  as  most  o f  the

roacis vrere c losed. The Jewish males were forc ib ly taken by uhe Germans

to the syBagogue (Bei-s Hanidrash).  The plan was to pur the syna$ogue

on f  i re (rv i th i ;he Jewish people in i t  )  af  ter  ualc ing at1 c l :e i r  valuables .

The plan d.id. not materiallze at this tine. Many runors circuJaced as

to the reason for abort ing th is plan by che 6ernnans. Some people specu-

Iated that a refugee from Cracow accidental ly net a ccl league fron a

Qernan university who was now a doctor in tire German arny in Rohatyn,
This d.octor,  upon prood. ing and begging by his col league (uhe refugee
fron Cracow), intervened with the Gernans on behalf of ihe Jevrs so

this plan dio.  not  mateg. ia l ize.  I  heard another r .u$or uhat a beaut i fu l
Iocal wonan v'ent t 'o the Geroans anci solci her body in e.xchange for uhe
freed.on fcr  the imprisoned. Jews.

i ' ;e started. to suf fer  f rom hun6er.  Tire Gerroans conf iscaied. fcod. for

the i r  a t lny .  Even the  loca l  peasants  had.  tc  6 ive  thero  bhe i r  ca t t les .

The Gerlians trere caiching Jelvs on the streets and oraereo tJ--en to

clean 6cvernrnent build.ings. Since I 'd'e ,i l iere young, Ehey did not bother
us .  Neve l the less ,  they  tock  ne  anC sone o ther  Je i r i sh  boys  to  the  ra i l -



road stal lon to gacher al l  lhat  heavy ammr:aj . t ion (which the Russian 
t  r

arny lef t .behino, &s I  neat ioned. before).  fh is wotrc was very haro and
dangerous ia as much as there was sone live ammunition. In aad.it ion Eo
the fact that we were very huagry, this work was also very Ei-resome.

By the enC of 1941, a ghetto was esrablisheo in Rohatyn with proninenr
Jewish cj- t izens of  Rohatya appoinre<i  to the Jucienrat  (Jewish Cotrnci l ) .
only the head of the Jud.enrar (Shloroo Amaraat) had a qirect contacu
with the Gernans. For instance, wi:en the Gernans need.ed. wolkers, they
norif ied the hea<i of the Ju<ienrat to supply the people who were oroered.
to report inned.iately to the Germaos. Tbe menbers of i;he" Juoenrat
bel ieved that tbey and their  fani l ies wi l l  be spared. when the Jews wi l l
be sent to concentrat ion camps. The ghetto area sraruea at  the narker
place and. exteaaed. to the r iver "Gni. l ,a Lipa".  Our bouse was wirhin rhe
ghetto areal  so we d. ia not have to aove. The entrance Eo the gb.et to
was closed with gates,  guardeo by Jewish pol icerner.  The Jewi.sh pol ice-
men had' armbands ori uheir left sleeves with uhe insignia "Jewish &ur-
i l l iary Pol icenan' . I  the gherro was crowoed.;  sone houses had several
fani l ies l iv ing togetb.er in one rocm. (Jews wirc l iveci  ousi-o.e of  the
boundary of  t i re ghettc '  wete broughr to l ive insloe of  th.e gherto
area).  Jews suffered. f rom hunger in the gheuro srarr ing f ron uhe f i rst
roonth. The Germans fcrbacr.e the peasants to supply food. Eo tbe Jews in
the  ghetuo . 'You cou ld  see on  the  s t ree ts  in  the  g l ie r to  peop le  swo i lea
from hunger.  Pecple wi th noney somehow nanaged. co get some food. f roq
dar ing peasanls.  In the moaths Septenber ano October f94Io the Gernans
brcught some heavy equlpnaent anci ciiggeo. o.itches for d.efense purposes,
as nre though,t  (but  these di tches $ere for  graves, as. 'se found. Iater) .
In the early s-cring and during harvest t ime L942. :ocre fooa was avail-
able in che ghetto; the peasants found. ways Eo bring fooa to rhe ghetro
in erchange for cl-othing, jewelry ano ruoney.



ndarcb 20. 19a2 -1:t trtEloa (aircia 1)

On March L9, L942r rny eousin Chairo Blausteia, who rvas a butcbero asked

ne to come to his house early aert oay. He acquired sone aeat which he
wanteo me to aistr ibute to his gooo paying customers;  as a reward. for
ay ef forts he woulc also give lne so&e meat. On th.e }OE.D of i,rarch It4?,
f  came to ny cousin at  6:00 A..M. I i is  house was locareci  across the stxeet
where butcb.er stores used to be. i ie gave me rhe packages of meat ano
to lo  ne  where  to  de l i ver  then.  By  thar  t ime iu  was T :OO orc locx  A. rd .
As f  caxoe out of  the bouse, I  g lanced. ro rDy lef t ,  wir ich was faciag rhe
Ukrainian church (cer ior ia,) .  Al l  of  a suaoen f  aor iceo approxiuacely

!  Gestapo nen (nornal ly Gestapo Ben oid.  not  come into the ghetto;  rhey
$ere srat loned in Stanis lawSw); they were taxing r i f les f ron their
shoulders and started. to shoot people arouno thein.  f t  was sr i l - l  ear ly
in the norning sc there no too nany people on rhe srreets.  I  ran back
inio the Blausreinr s house. In their  bui ld ing chere was a passage n'hich
leo to another street.  f  thought rhat f rom this stree! I  woulc be able
to make it to ny house and infcrn ny fanily what $as going on. But when
I cal l le to the other end of  the passage, f  saw Gesrapo men also in chis
vic in i ty shoot ing people as wel l - .  I  real izea. that  f  could.  not  run any
furrher because f  woulo.  ger shor.  I  ran lnro rhe closesr house. Tbe
pecc le  in  uh is  house were  su i1 l  as leep;  I  knocke< i  hard  on  uhe i r  ooor .
The nane of  the people who l ived in rhat house was Cyrryn.  Final ly they
opened the door;  wb.en f  to lo thea what was happening, rhey oio not
believe BB r they ignored me. They oid. not believe uhat sou.erhing l ike
this could. happen. But whea they looked. our of rte window, they real-
ized. t,hat what f told them was Erue. By uhat rime rhe Gestapo oen were
approaching their  house. Ut ie locked the <ioor.  The Gestapo men srarted
to  scream "Ver f luch te  Juoen.  Raus! "  (Danned Jews,  Cut ! ) .  [hey  r ipped
che door open and barged inro the house. They started. !o taKe ouE , or
6 people out xf the house, l ining them against rhe fence an<i shooring
them. There were approximately )O people in tb.ar house; rhere were
snal1 children, o1d people and. pregDant wonen. I sti l l  b.ear their
screams, when I  cannot s leep ar night.  Somehow f  maaaged. to be the last
in the l ine to be d.raggeo out.  Final ly I  nor iced. rhat I  am : lext  in Llne.
tfthen I saw that tb.ey are coning closer ro De r I not j.ced. a c]oset (ward-
robe) near-by.  I  crawled aao junped. into rh. is c ioser.  ( i f ihen I  th ink

f,-
l lxDuIS l_on

pcr-nES oy
or anaib.i latj-on of Jews in ghettos or ocber concenEr.'at

Germans.



r row abou! i t ,  I  fe l t  l ike somelhing pul led.  ne inuo this c loset) .  f  was

hangi-ng on with all ny strengrh in rhat closet, Tlhen it quieted ciown

ano tbe screams sropped., I hlew that everybo<iy was sbot. 2 Gestapo tsen

came into the room wbere I was in rhe eloset. One Gestapo nan said. io

the crher:  I ' there was a you1g fel low here" (Ein Jr :nger Eursch).  But

the other Gestapo man repl iea:  " f  f in isbed. him of f" .  Thea they lef t .

r r f ter  approximarely two hours,  I  cane out of  the c loset.  A woman with

a baby in a bed. ( she recently gave binh to tbe baby) was sitt ing up

in  the  bed. ,  Her  eyes  were  open.  I  wa lkeo over  to  ta lk  to  her . ' t l ' b .en  she

d.ld. not answer,, I toucbed. her ano. she fell; ber blooci was streaning

out. They shot b.er and. the baby in bed. Irer husband. was an assistanE

chief  of  Jewish pol ice;  he was not home at that  t i -ne Their  naoe was

Halpern  (no  re la t j -on  to  Rcset re ) .  A l l  o f  a  suc toen the  womanrs  bro ther

caoe out f rcn unoer tb.e covers cf  a near-by bed. He became hyster ical ;

I  quierea hin d.oum, f  asked. him wherber rhere was a- cel lar  in the house.

I ie tc ld me rhat there was no cel l ,ar  in che nouse bur there v;as an art ic.

Tbe access  to  the  a t r i c  was  f rom ouEs lde ;  rhere  v ;as  a  ladaer  ou ts ioe .

r i ie wai ted to be sure rhat tbere was quiet  outs ioe. l ie said t i :at  he wi l l

go f i rst  and I  should fo l low hin.  As f  v,BS abcut !o fo l low him' I  heard.

a sh.ot. f saw him fall ing crown from rhe lacider. f bacxeo up into che

house. f  tore up the pi l lows and rhe down qui l ts,  I  naoe a mess al l

over and crawle<i  unier the bed. Two Gesrapo aen cane bacr to uhe house.

But when chey saw the feathers all arouno, uhey aic not wal-k into rbe

roon (be ing  such "c lean ' t  peop le) .  They  a id  no t  wanr  Jewish  fearhers  on

their uniforras. Buc they aj-d not mind Jewish blooo on their unilorms

wi: ich splat tered on therq cur ing their  murciers.  f  stayed- unoer;he bed.

for another few hours. i lvhen it became quiec, I crawlea out frora i, inder

the bed. I  lookeci  out  of  rhe window; f  d id not see a l iv iag person. But

what f sa$r, f wil l never forget as long as I vri l l  l1ve . There B'ere dead.

people scattered in the f ront yards of  every house; chere were l iut le

children, wouea and old people. The blood was all over che yarcis. When

I same out of  the house, f  coulo st i l l  hear shots f ron uhe aistance.

iliy house was quire far from urhere I was. I was afraio to rtul toward ny

house because I  was aI I  a lone. I  went back in rhe direct i -on of  the

Blauste j-n' s house; but rhen I realized that f was all alone and f did.

not see anyoae alive. I lyas then near the house where xoy school friend.

Iived.. h.is 
xfamily 

l iveo. in rhe basement of this house. There inas no

f ather tb.ere. I d.id. aor k:row whether rbe farher diea or left his fani-

ly.  Tbey were very poor.  I  walked inro the basenent apartment.  Tbe fani-

1y was hid.ing und.er the <iown quilt. At f irst they d.id not rnove but when

rhey hearo ne cal l ing rheir  nasresq they came out f rom under the qui l i ; .

f , a  nc rhe r  anC th ree  ch i l d ren .



i ib.en t .bey saw rne, they cr ied f roro joy.  I  ro ld then thar I  st i1 l  heard.
shots and that we bad. to stay bidd.en. f was very relj-eveo. that at
least I was not alone. Their apartmeat consisred. of one rootr; the bed.
took almosl th.e whole space in rb.e rooa. There was hardly any room
for ne. I  saw a c loset (ny favor i - te biding place).  Since they were so
pocl ,  there was aot too much stuf f  in uhat c loset.  f  went into rhat
closet. I was tired. and. scared. but I d.ozed. off. I stayed. in tb.at
c loset unt i l  d.awn. fhea we beard.  voices outsi-ae.

Jewish pol icenen knocked. at  each door.  They told everyboay that the
Axtj-on was over and. thar rhe Gestapo left rhe ghetto. I was very
amious to go b,oroe. f aj-d nct k.ow whether ioy fanily was alive. On the
way to my house I saw o.ead. people all around. First I looked. ar rheir
faces and. f  recognized. rhe people I  knew. As f  was ccming closer ro
my house, I stopped. lookiag ar rhe d.ead. faces for fear that f night
see sonebo<iy fron rny farnily. As I came closer to ny b.ouse r DX nother
and ny brotbers ran out of the house with joy and tears in their eyes;
they nrere sujre that I sas tcil 'ed..

VJhen the Germaas came to our town, my notber bad. an ioea Eo move a big
closet to an openi-ng lead"J-ng to a big at t ic .  She indicared. thar s ince
we d'id. not have a male adult, we could. hide 1n the art j-c. She tolo us
that during. the pogroxos when rh.e Kozaks (Russian band.) had. cone Eo
rape the women, th is had been rh.eir  h io ing place. So rhis was the
place where qy mother,  my brothers and al l  our relar ives (wh.o l iveo
in this house) were in hid.ing on l,{arch 20, 1942, f was somy thar i.n
the morning of March 20, L9+2 I left roy house. But in rerrospect. thi.s
d'ay gave me erperience for what $as in store for me i-n rhe coaing
monlhs.  I  learned. a lesson of  survival  -  which was to rake chances in
orcier to survive. f also learaed. to looi< ar blood. and d.ead. people
without being afraio.

On March 21, l9+2, rhe Judenrat  received. nn orcer lo recrui t  about ten
young peop)-P ( I .*,"" among tben) to go ro rhe outskirt of the town ( the
area where rhe Germans had previously brought in eguipment and. d.igged.
di tches, As f  ment icned before).  Some oloer people cane along Eo cb-
serve and to help out. This place was abour 4 k!0 (21e rniles) from cur
EolIEl. Ihe Gerraans Eave us sh.ovels and told us that we yrere going uo
bury the people wbo were caken to this place alive and were shor there
on -&iarch 20 ' 1942. On the way to this place (where rhe dii;cires were )
we hao to gather the d.ead. people who were shot ia rhe ghetto (on March.
20, 1942) anci  Eo put them on sleas d.r iven by horses. f t  was a very cold.



day. We saw frozen bod. ies scattered al l  aror:ad..  Some old people could

uot walk, so they shot theq. We had. to garber them oa s1ed.s and bring

them to the d.itches. When we fiaally came to the area where the d.itch.es

were, we could not bel ieve our eyes what we saw. First ,  w€ started. to
vonit and we were blackening-out. There were about t 'OOO people cead.,

frozen one to aaother. Ia order to bury thenr we haa to separate them.

Chi ldren were holoing on to their  mothersl  their  f ingers wete f rozen

and we were unable to separate then. 'r l le hao. to throw tben into the

oi tches ( there were two d. i tches).  Vle kept burying them. The soi l  was

frozen. I iand.s, arns ano legs sere prctrud.iag fron under the soil. It
$/as impossible to cover rhera conpletely.  b losr of  rbem hao oien eyes.

f recognized. some of rb.em. Forrunately rhere was nobooy from my j-n'ne-

<i iate faui ly.  We had to take breaks. f t  v ias inpossible to oo i t  con-

t inucusly.  f t  was very cold but I  d id not ieel  i r .  I r€ u/ere nunb. l le

worxei .  f  or  a few hours .  Af ter  th i -s exper ience I  was never the sane.

A Jewish pol icenan came with us.  I ie to ld.  us rhar i i  ivas enough f  or

one ciay.  For the next two yreeks vie haa to go back there.  As uhe soi l

s ta rced to  thaw,  uhe bod ies  s ta rced to  r i se  to  che uop o f  cbe  d i rches .

We hao to cover then over anc over.  As rhe t i i le progressed.,  we became

completely nunb: we dia not have any feel in3s.

The ghetto became alnost enpty afrer lv iarch 20, L942. Cver rrOOC Jervs

were murdered.. Some ICO-l1C faniles survived. Everybocry was nalxing

around like zcmbi-es. It seemeo as if everybcdy was in nourning. The

Germans started to bring inuo rhe ghebto Jewish people from surrcunding

towns aud vl l lages (Burszt lm.,  Bolszowce, Bukaczowce and others).  Every-

body l ived in fear. The s'u.rvivors were irying Eo buil<i hiding piaces.

Now we real ized what the Germans were capable of  c io ing ( incic ientai- ly

che head. of  Gestapo j -n Srani-s law6w, responsible for  rhe Bassacre of

Jewish people 1n Rohatya ghetto, was a murderer by the name of Krllger) .

Everyoay there were runors that the Gestapo wil l return. At nlght we

took turns to be on the look-out.  In oroer for  others to s leep, one
person was always on guar<i, tucrcily, iB our house we were all alive
afrer the 20th of  March l94Z Akr ion.

Since the March 20, l -942 Akt ion,  l i fe had not been rhe sarne. T/e l ived

in conslanE fear.  Everybody was try ing to bui ld hiding places. ' f ihen a'

t ruck passed. by the ghetto.  we were running in io hiding places. Even
the chi loren, when playing. vy '€x€ trainea to s lay c lose to che hic ing
p lpces ,

f  was assigned by che Judenrar to cro some eferr ical  work in rhe pol ice



stat ion ( th is bui ld ing beloaged once to a lawyer by the name of Zlavkes),
Each t ime when f  d id not d.o a good job,  ( fwas not a professional  e lec-

trician) the Germans were beating ano kicking ne. But in spite of tb.is,

f was g1ad. to be tbere. Tbe workers in the kitcben ia this buildi-ng,

where I  useo to go to,  took pi ty oD me; tbey gave me some bread aad

other food. which I iook home for ny farnily.



Death 0f M.y Graad.mother Leah Barbaa

Oae oay in JuIy 1942 my nother left me ro watch rny grandmoiher, Leah

Barban (she liveo with us in tbe gherto). l{y grand.mother was slcx with

typhus. She was holding ny hand.. f kept looking at b.er; she opeaed her

eyes, looked at  rne ano. stopped breathing. She expired. l te baa a problen

to bury her.  Some people carDe !o pray aao to wash het.  Bur ncbody was

wi l l lng to help,  us to bury her.  So,,  roy brothersr two of  ny couslns and

f,  carr ied.  her to the cenetery.  fbe cemerery yras far  f rcm the ghetto.

I t  was a hot c lay.  We had di f f iculc ies to camy her.  Then we hao. to dig

the grave; tbe soi-l was hard.. he took turns as we haci only one shovel.

As I  previously i .noicaueo, I  loved. ny granomother very much. She vras

very respected.,  even by the gent i les.  She was a nicwife;  she ciel- i -vered.

about 9U/" of  babies in Eown.

lle were grievi-ng f or her, but on the other band we were grateful to
6od t l iat  she d. ieo.  a natural  death (al though fron a s ickness).



2Bl+'lctron (l,tcia-2 ) - ronJippur DaX 19€

On the eve of Yon Kippur we went to Kol Nid.re services which took place

ln a nelghborrs house ( tUe third bouse from us),  The neighborts nane

was leibel Pod.horcer. Ih.ere was a big kitcb.enin that house where the

servj-ces took place. Women were praying in an aajacegt roorn.  Af ter

che services we werrE b.ome. fhe followiag i[crning we went back to the

same house f  or  Yom Kippur services.  A11 of  a sudden just  as tb.e rDen

were pulting on tb.eir tall i thin, we heard. shots (f and otb.er nales

of 4y &8€, did oot put on tal l i th ia;  in those <iays a nale did not

rryear a tall i th r:nti l  his wead.ing day. f cro not kaow wbetherbhis was

a custom only in our parr  of  Poland).  We loolceo out of  the window.

We saw Gestapo rnen shoot ing people around them (I  not ice<i  a young

wonan being shot;  her name was Rothenberg),  The men dropped their

ta l l i th int  everybod.y started. to run to their  h id ing i ; Iaces. Since

there were only a few Gestapo nen i-n the ghetto at that t ime r w€ $an-

aged to get safely to our house, f  was with ny ni-odle brother Sanuel
(Miro);  my nother stayed. hone with my youngest brother Enanuel  (Munio).
' *ben we ca&e hcne. w€ noved. rhe closet anci  went to the aEt ie (our

hiding place).  Shcrt ly af terwards lve hearc Gesrapo nen enler ing our

house. lte -were very qui-et. Unfortunarely ny aun! Malrah Altaan being

sick wi th iyphus, was moaning 1oui1y.  l le held a rag to her t routhr;  we

a lmost  chokea her .  A t  a igh t ,  a t  about  2 :OO A. [1 .  I  rook  my mother ,  ny

brotbers and rny two cousins and we escai>ed ro tb.e pol ice scat ion.
'f ihile I was woruing chere previousiy, I preparec a very good hio.i-ng

place 1n rb,e ceLlar.  f  assumeci rhat nobod.y wi l l  looi< for  Jews in a

Gernan pol ice stat ion.  We stayed. in rb.e cel lar  throughout t i re night.
l i l te were very bungry. Since I was fanil iar with every corner there, I

knew where they stored food. f left the cellar, Tb.e Gernans did aot

pay ai ienr ion to me because they were used" to see me there.  I  went tc

the kitchen ano other places and I got some bread and. other food. I

brought the food d,ovra to ny nother, brothers and couslns. I everr clared

to tai<e ny uid.d.Ie brother (M:-i<o) with ne so that he eould camy some

food. tool  r ight  und.er the noses of  rhe Gernans. I  knew that there was

a good view of  the gherto f ron the at t ic  of  th is bui lo ing.  I  wanteci

to see what was goiag on; so T wenc to lhe at t ic .  I  founci  in rhe at t ic

two Inen and one maar s wi fe.  They were ta.y lors,  They used to come Eo the

pol lce stat ion to sew clothin6 for the Gerrnans. Tb.eir  naxie was Freiwalo.

fhey were very gocd frieads of our farnily. They had the sane idea as

I  had;  tha t  they  cou id  h ide  rhere  too .  They  were  ccns idereo.  the  bes t



taylors in tc&' ! . .  Aror:-na 2:OO P.M. we nociced that the Gestapo men were
paci.<ing to leave the ghetto. A11 of a sud.oen we saw the Gestapo rnen

capturing three men. One of then was a school-nate of mine by the name

Schnaps. The other nan's name r""-Rothenberg and the thiro Bant s nane

f d.o aot renember. Fron the attic window we saw rhar the three mee

were oro.ered. to kneel down. As the Gestapo nen were taxing off their

rif les ' ny friead, Schnaps and. rhe other oan escaped. l lhe Gestapo roen

shot Rothenberg and ran after ny friend. and rhe other Ban. They caprured.
the two Eer l r  brought tb.en back and shot then. There was a Cathol ic

church in the v ic in i ty;  we saw Cathol ic pr iesrs observing Ehis inciaent
and laughing.

The Gestapo men f inal ly lef t  the ghetro.  f  dc not remember whecher rhe
Gestapo men cane that aay f ron StanisLaw6w or Tarnopcl .  At  n ight we

cane bacx to our house. The next oay we were informed uhac the people

who were cau3ht d,uring the Yoro Kippur *xiion. were raken bo the rail-
roao stat ion and. d.eporteo. to Belzec c ieath camp.
Fortunately,  our fani ly survivecr in our or ig inal  h id ing place.

t r , .
E E ! ' ;as a brother  of  a  yo ix lg  wcnan who was k i l leo before.  BS I  nenr icned.



NA

1'*  Akt ionlAi<cja 1) :  Decenber 1942

After the lon Kippur Aktion l ife weD! on i-n fear. Every d.ay there was

a rumor that the Gestapo werg comj-ng back. Several t imes d.uring the

<iay we ran to the hiding places. f  sr i l l  con'c inued to wor i< in the

pc l i ce  s ta t ion  as  an  e lec t r i c ian .

fn the nid.dle of  Ocrober 1942, the gherro area was reduced. lYe haa to

&ove to another house. This house belonged to a faroi ly by the name of

SchnexruEz. This house was not big euough for our ent i re fani ly i  some

members of our fanily rooveo ro a hcuse owned by Dr. Melnik who had

two houses  loca ted  in  the  gher ro  a rea .

f ccnlracted. typhus anci developeo a very high iemperature

t ime I  ' . ras unconscious.

i l lcst of the

In the moraing of  Tuesoay, Decenber 8,  1942, Gestapo from Tarnopol

entered. our gh.et to.  ( l t re head. of  the Gestapo i .n Tarnopol  was a our-

derer by the name of Ui i l ler) .  The Gestapo cLosed al l  exi ts f ron the
ghetto.  Everylhing happened. very fasr.  My nother and ny brothers

dragged tue tc the hi<l ing place in the Schnerrurz 's house, There were

two h io ing .p laces  in  th is  house.  fhere  was an  a tc ic  ano a  ce l la r .

f  helped to d. i -g a hid. ing place in rhe eel lar .  I  d id not rsrow thau an

Akt ion was !n progress:  f  a lso did not kncw that I  was being dragged.

lo  th .e  ac t ic .  The peop le ,  p resent  in  the  house aec ided tha t  the  aou l ts

hiae in the atric and. tbe young chilciren with their aothers hioe in

the ce1lar (Basenent) .  Siace young chi laren cannor s i t  quiet ly ano teno

to be noisy,  i t  was thought rhar i r  was less l ikely to hear uhen from

outside wben rhey rjsere in rhe ceIlar. tdy aunt j\4alkah Alt;can ano her

d.aughter Clara hid.  in the ceI lar  togerher rr i th other women and ch. i ldren

of oilr fanily.

I regained coasciousness in the ati j-c ; ny fever broke. First . I ci id. not

know where I was. My lips were Cry; I needed water. Bu! when I saw

what was .bappening and when I saw my mother and. ny two brothers, I kept
quiet .  Al l  of  a sud.den we sa$ frou the cracks in r i re f loorr  Gesrapo

men <iragging people out of  the cel lar .  There' f ias a ru&or that  a Jewish
pol icenan polnted out rc rhe Germans 6he hiding place in che cel lar
where nothers and children including nembers of our fanily were hiaing.
The Gestapo took them to the rai l road. star j -on,  put then in eatt le

cars anc deported them to Belzec death camp. The Gestapo thoughr rhat
the  ce l - la r  was  the  cn ly .o lace  in  the  house used fo r  h j .d log ,  so  bhey  o id



not search tbe house anymore

fn other houses the hid.iag places were so crowded. that maay lituLe chil-

oren,.eu.ffocated.; there was not encugh air in some of chese places (bun-

kers).  In one instance a morher at tempred. to stop ber baby from crying

when Gestapo nen were in tb,e h.ouse as a result uhe baby suffocated,.

At rhe end of the day, over 1CO0 Jews were captureci ano deported. io

BeLzec d.eatb.  caup.



The liouidation of Rohatrra Gbetto - Jrg:e G,, 194]

Afler the December 1942 Aktion, rhe mood in the ghetto was gloomy. We
hearo that there were Do Jews left in the surroundiag Eowns. i le felt
tbat cur end. was nea3. In May 1941 we hearo tJrat the Gestapo sunor.rndeo.
the ghetto in perenyshlyany (a trown app. 70 i<n north of Rohatyn) and.
slaughtered all Jews ia the Perenyshlyany girerto. fhe Je-*s in rhe
Pere4yshlyany ghecto were less prepared. than we were. Therefore the
Gestapo were very successful rhere aaa liquiciared. the gherto in one <iay.
iie though't tbar after tbe Perenyshlyany aassacre we woulci be aext.
Ferenyshlyany belonged. to oblast  ( region) of  Lw6w. [e belonged. Eo oblast
(region) of  Stanis law6w (tod.ay Ivano Frankovsk) whlch was gaoer a d. i f -
ferent aoninisiration. [his was the reason why we yrere spare<i for a few
weeks'  Af ter  the Peremysblyany nassacre we were si t r ing in our hioing
places aay ano night.  There were Bany false al ,arms.

Ia the morning of  June 6,  I94t  which fe lL on rhe f i rst  oay of  Shavuor,
at  s i r  c 'c l -ocr in the mornlng-.  our ghetto was su33grrnded by Gesrapo. v;e
heard sbots.  I r Ie knew that cur end has come. The l iquioar icn of  the F.oharyn
gbetto has begr-u. Somehow f always planned. Ehat whea rLiis t ime would
coine ' f wil l take IBy faroi-ly and run tc rhe hid.ing place of Shie Glorzer
(L ,uc i ' s  fan i l y ) ;  bu t  wben f  s ta r ted ,  I  knew tha t  we cou l6  no t  mage i r .
The Gestapc were al l  over the ghetro.  f ,  my nother,  ny brorhers and. a
few of  By cousins ran back lnro cur hld- ing place ( in rhe at i ic  of  our
house) .  Th is  h id ing  p lace  ( r  ca l le< i  i r  bunker )  cou lc i  nor  accomodare  so
xBany people s ince there were people f ron al l  over the ghetro.  Soee people
caEe from outsic ie they were alread.y shot.  They were screaming fron pain;
blood was aI1 over '  f t  was oi f f icul t  to breathe. l lhere was a total  ch.aos.
I knew that i-f we stayed. there r w€ would. d.ie. There was another hiciing
place in a barn;  there was an at t ic  on top of  that  barn.  I  ran up ro rhat
attic with ny nid'd}e brother and my cousin. vJe wanieo ro see whether we
could hide th.ere.  l ihen we caae rpr there were alreao.y people hiding rhere.
There were a lo i  of  peocle f rom th.e sunorndiag rowns. I  wanred Eo br ing
up ny mother anc my youngest brother wh.o at rhat t ime were in the hloing
pLace in the barn.  Unf ortuaately the Gestapo were alreaoy <ioivnsuairs,  so
r could not get Eo th.em. I  was looking cov,n f ron the atr ic to see vuhat
was happening. Tb'e Gestapo were aecompanied by an Ukrainian by the name
of 

'Me1ni i< '  
This Uxrainian spoke f luent ly y ic io ish.  He shouted out in y id.c ish:

-* 
ffiEver f ound..



"Jews,  cone ou t ,  the  ak t loa  1s  over ' l .  They  a l l  cane ou t  inc lud ing  ny

notherr trX youngest brorher Moshe Emanuel ancl my cousins. They were all

shot by the Gestapo r BS I watched. from rbe att j.c.

My nother Toba Glotzer was 4! years old and ny brother Moshe Emanuel was

It years cld when they were so brurally murdered. by the Germans. lfy moth-

er was a very loving person; she was a oevored. wife and aoth.er wb.o in

spi te of  nany problems and i . i f f icul t ies mainrained a c lean home ano

always rnad.e sure that her sons were well feC ano dressed. She was very

taleated. wirh her hano.s she used to nake beaur i fu l  nee<i lepcj-nts and

to crotehet curtai-ns.  She came from an ar istocrat j -c farnj . ly ;  she was

t ru ly  a  renarkab le  ' v "onan,  a  wonan o f  va lo r  (e isches  chay i l ) .

f  accred ny 1i t t1e brouher &loshe 3manuel.  I ie was a very br ight  bcy and

a ver j r  gooa stucent in schocl .  We sent some of his report  cards to o"rr '

father in i iSA. These report  caros are now in lhe i \at ional  i io locaust

i r iuseum in Viashington. D"C, As I  nent ioned ear l j ,er ,  he useo to fo l - lov. ' ine

ever;rwhere bur f did not ioind. it because I loveo hia so nuch.

I t  was very shocking and exrrenely peinful  for  ne when they vuere. ieurcier-

ed in f ronr of  ny e. fes,

i,[y nioole brother who was with ne quesriorreo me why rve lvere not going

to br ing over my motber anc l ty brorher.  I ie did nor see what f  saw. V, 'hen

I aid not answer,  he r :naersrood..  He became hyster ical ;  i  had to quJ-et

n]-n c.own.

l / r te were s i t r ing in thar atr ic for  the aext few days wirhout any fooo.

f  coulo.  not  gc down to retr ieve the bodies of  ny ncther and. m,v brother

because t .ce Gestapo were al l  over.  f  nor iced when I  looked arcuno. and

as far as T could see there $ere bod. ies ever,ywhere. One cay when i t  was

raining very hardr w€ cane down from the arric at night ano sneakei

into a house to f ino sorne focd..  f r  was quiet .  v, le o.ecideo Eo loor whether

Ehere were st i l l  some people in rhe ghetro.  We wal lced into a house. The

house was' fu1I  of  smoke. The naae of  tne fani ly in th is house was

Mailaen. $e started. to shour ri:ar there was a fire bur the father of

that fanily saio that he hinself put tne house oD fire. I ie saia chat he
and his faaily woulo rarher burn than be sbot by the Gestapo. This house
was ouneo. by an egg merchant by rhe nane of Scb.ors. There was a hiciiag
glace in tb.e basement of t l: is hcuse. i, i le went down; f knocked on the d.oor
but nobooy answered. fhe pecple there dio not want the snoke to enEer

the basesent.  When I  caI Ied.  out my name, they opened rhe door.  Niy cousin
Clara Glotzer (s ister of  Tonia Czekay) was chere.  There were oiher people

whom f  knew. I  remember a gir l  by the name of Stry jer  who was also there.



fhe  p lace  s ta r ted .  to  f i l l  up  w i th  smoke.

Ii le knew that we had to get out of this house. At

1ng very hard f  took al l  of  tb.en with ne to the

the barn.

Dur ing the next night we lefr  the ghetto.

night when

attic hidiag

it was rain-

place above
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I i iding Out After The Liquidation Of fhe Rohatyg Gbetto" 194J
A. In i t ia l  h i<i ing artenpts .

l |e kept goiag on to the outskirts of rhe town avoidj-ng places vrhere we

could be seen. l lJe came to the part  of  Roharyn which was cal led Eabince;

we then separated.. The girl by rhe name of Srryjer and- a doctor wi.th

hj-s wife by the nane of Kudi,sh went to sone genriles whom chey i{rrew.

f ,  ny brother and ny two cousins Clara Glorzer and Josie Al tnan went

to a Polacr by tbe larne of  Sikorsr i  on the suggest ioa of  Clara Glotze?.

Clara io lc us that  she was supposed. tc meet her boy fr iena Chain

ts lausrein in that  Polack's house. This was pnearranged. before th.e l iqui-

d.at ion of  the ghetto ( I  d id not know about i r ) .  Chain Elaustein never
made i t  rhere i  he was most probably nurdered dur ing rhe l iquioat ion of

the gh.et to.  Clara Glotzer to ld.  us char uhere eias a hj-c i ing place in
Sikorsr i rs housei  so we headed. in rhat d. i rect i .on,  $ ihen we came rhere

CLara l ras very c istraughr because Chai la Blausiein lvas no! rhere.  A laan
by ihe name cf  Yanke1 Ousrer was there;  he was wair ing rhere for  h is
girl fr iend. She also o.ici not mai<e it. He presumed. that she was also

murciered. during the gheito 1iquioarj,on.

i ' ie srayed in Sirorsxi 's  bouse in a hiding place wni-ch he prepared. He
gave us sol le food..  Af ier  f ive oays he told us chat his wi fe was very

scared to keep Jews uncier her roof s ince Germans were al l  arounci  the
house.  The most  tha t  he  was w i l l i ng  to  keep,  were  th ree  peop ie .  So j - t

was oecioed Ehat Clara Gictzerr  oX brother Samuel ( l i i tco) and Yanxel
Ouster would renain at  Sikorski 's .  f  ro la them t t rat  f  anci  my cousin
Josj-e would be going to look for  another hid. ing place in the wooos

nearby. t lhen I  f iao a place, I  would,  come for them or I  woula send
sonebod.y to br ing then to me. I  renembereo. rhe surounoing area; I
useo. to go there wi th our help to buy catt le.  I  saw very Cense wocds.
I  real ized thau perb,aps rhese woods woul i .  be a good place co hide. I
renembereo th.at sone of rny very goocr school friencis (Ut<rainians ) l ived
on Ehe way to the woocis. when we came to rhe house ( of chese friencis )
lt was one orclock at ni.gb.r. IJe knoci<eo on cheir ooor and when they
slaw us they started. to s i rour:  "get ouE of  here or $re wi l l  cal l  the
Gernans to get you".  Anc f  considered. then ny best f r iends.

I  then real izea that nobod.y would help us;  we had to get uo rhe wooos.
It was d.ark but somehow I ]arew Ehat we were going in th.e dlrecticn of
ihe wood.s.  When we cane to the outsr i r ts of  t .be tou,,n,  w€ net some
people f rou uhe ghetto;  they also had. the sarf ,e idea to go to rhe woods.
$;e kept going Eogetber.  t te t r ied to avoid rhe centers of  the v i l lages.



We came to the outsxirts of a vil lage pirx6w. One young Uxrainian on a

bicycle came toward. us. We asked. hin for directions; he But his fingers

in his nouth aad. started. to wbistle ancl to scream: "Jews are here".

We sEarted. to nrn in di f ferent airect ior ls.

Al l  cf  a sud.den I  real ized. tb,at  f  an al l  a lone; I  coulo not see anyone

fron the group. I went arouna the vil lage Rrk6w and f noticed that I

was on the right road. leading towaros the wood.s. I was very scared

because I  was alone. fbere was a hi l l ;  f  c l i robed up. I  was very t i reo

aao I  fe1l  asleep under a t ree.  When I  wo<e up i t  was dayl ight ;  f  was

in  uhe v i l lage  o f  Cze6a ik i .  I  rea l j -zed  tha t  f  cou ld  be  very  eas i l y

seen from the vi l lage sinee I  was on a hi l l .  I  s taned. to th inx in

whar airect i .on f  should go next.  Al l  of  a sudden as f  looked. around

f saw ny cousin Josie Al taan and a young man comlng touard.s :ne.  I  was

very happy. t l re hao. ro be very carefuL si-nce i t  was dayl ight .  The Gernans

of ten  used th is  road. ;  rh is  road.  was  lead ing  to  Russ ia .

'd/e wenE into the bushes and we sat rhere rLrough th.e <ia.ylight. Vrhen it

started. ro get ctark.  we tr j -ed.  to decide where to go text .  Since the

young man who was with us,  was fron rhe vi l lage Lipica G6rna r  we o.e-

cioed Eo go in uhat d. i rect ion.  Vrhen we cane to the outsr i - r ts of  L ip ica

G6rna y{e were hungry, t ired. and. scared. l l ;e were also very thirsty; we

orani< waEef fron dirry pucrdles. I believed. that if we woulo have

waited longerr  we woulo have oied from hunger.  I  oecioed",  that  as long

as I  had some streagrh lef t ,  I  would.  go d.own to the v i l lage to loot< f  or

food. f  was so weak that f  could hardly walk.  I  approached ohe f i rst

house of the vil lage. A wonarr s'as cooring in the kitchen. She was taking

out "palynechi"  (one r ind of  the Ukrainlan breaos) f ron the oven. There

was a  po t  fu1 l  o f  bo i led .  po ta toes  and beers .  f  s ta r ted  to  ee t r .  The wo-

nan dicr not tura aror:no. from the oven. I took out a pil low case from

her pi1low ano I  f i l led i t  wi th food..  She st i l l  d id not say a word. .  I

took that food. to ny cousin aati ihe young nan.. I felt bad that I oid

not have aay money to pay tb"at wonar! for the food. My cousin and the

f,ou.Dg map started to eat very fast; I was afraid. that they would. get

sick. Somebow I had a very good. feeling about that woman. I saw in her

eyes. when she looked at Be r that she was sory f or' me ancr that she

would not harru rne. The nert day I went baclc to the sane h.ouse for scne

lrore food,. t l, ihen I cane in, the kitchen uas full of food., 8s if lhe

woman knew that I woulo come back. She even handed- me another pil low

case so thar I  could pack some more food..  In ret tospect r  chis wonan

saved three l ives.  Sefore I  came to her house, tbe three of  us were



tb inkiag of  sunender ing ourselves to the Germans to be sbot.

Before f left rhat wo&anr 6 house, she told rne that a nan by the aane

of Suchar Hauser, his d.augb.ter Dziunia ana his son lonek were hiding

in tbe vil lage of l ipica G6rna. I knew Suchar and his fanily fron the

ghetto.  They were sent f rom Lipica G6raa where they usecr to l ive before

rhe war, to the Rohatya ghetro. 'r lfhen f carae back with the fooo ano I

told my cousin and the young man what lhe wonan told ne, the young tIlan

gor al l  exci ted.  and. starte<i  to scream with joy:  "Suchar Sauser is ny

uncle".  So we oecioed. when i t  would.  get  oark.  Eo go to the place vrhere

Suchar and his fanily rf, 'ere hid.ing. The Gersans were all over the vil lage.

Vle were very scared.. act only of the Gernans but of the Ukrainians as

weII .  l /ve had to crawl l lost  of  the way. Fortunately,  the woman gave EIe

a  oe ta i led"  descr ip r ion  o f  the  p lace  where  rhese peop le  u ie re  h ia ing .  They

were in a barn i r id i -ng uno.er hay and sEraw. First ,  when we cal led lhem,

they did not answer.  fhen the ycung nan cal led cuE: ' runcle Suchar" ano

tola hin his name (f  d.o not renenber the name of t i r is  young aan) I  lhey

Iookeo out from r:noer rhe hay ano tolc us !o come u:ocier the hay as r';ell.

AI l  of  a suooen rhe owner of  thar barn wal lceo in.  His name was Dubslc i .

He knew rhat Su-char and- his fanij-y were niciing in his barn. But when

he saw us he co:Id not bel ieve Ehat we coulo nake i t  to his barn.  F. ight

a ' . ray he brought in sone food. Vve coulo see hls i< incness; ! t 'e could feel

rha t  he . , ' i an ted  to  he1-p  us . ' i ye  fe l t  so ry  fo r  h ln  because  we pu t  h in  in

a precicanent .  Th.e Gerraans were al l  over the v i l lage. I ie hao a big fa:r l -

Iy.  I  ro la Suchar about the.  wonan who gave us food. and told us where

rhey were hid. ing;  Suehar to ld us rhat rhis woman was of  a di i ferent

re l ig ion .  She be longeo ro  Jehovah 's  Wi - tnesses  ( in  Po l i sh ,  Sobc tn icy ) .

Suchar rold u":  chat Dubsic i  was also of  rhe same rel ig ious fa i th as th is

woman. I  feel .  unr i l  toca.y.  lhat  I  owe my l i fe to th.ese kino -oeople.

They nade my survival possible in ny ciarkest hours.

l fe srayed. in Dubskirs barn two weeks. In as much as he wanted to help

lrs r  he was very afraio.  t lve fe l t  rhar lve were Seopardiz ing h.1s and his

fami ly 's l ives.  He tolo- us,  he found. ou! that  there were Jewish people

from the Fohao;m gherro,  h id. ing out in the woocis of  the v i l lage of

T,upuszna. The Hausers stayed behind., but f, ny cousin and the young

rnan ( I iauserts nephew) starced. Eo go in rhe direci ion of  Lupuszna. The

Germe.ns were al l  around..  We bel ieved rhat we could aoi  make i t  a l ive--

to Lupuszna We nor iced a corn f ie ld.  wi th very ta l l  corn stalks;  so we

decideo to stay in the ccrn f ie ld. .  At  n ight we went <iown to the v i l iage.
,r |Je stole soine fooo from rhe farmers whi le they were s leepin3. TJe even



ki l led chickens and. we made a f i re ar night to cook the chickeas. I f ie

sat in the cora field. urti l  one d.ay we heard voj.ces aad noise coming

toward us. We realized. that tbe farmers were coniag to cut tbe corD.

Nearby was a very sna1l  wood.eo area; we ran rhere to hid.e.  We stayed

there a few d.ays. One day we saw a Polish peasant not far from the

place where we were. Somehow we knew rhat rhe peasanl  was not going to

betray us.  We asked. hin for  the d. i rect ions to get safely to Lupuszna.

l ie rolc us how to get there.  I le also to ld us that  Jewisir  people were

hioing there.  f r  took us the whole night to get to the wood.s of

Lupuszna.



HiciinF Out After the Liouid.atim Of The Rohalyn Ghetto. 1941

B. Hidlag out in the lupuszna and. Czgdniki wooos

ll le reached. the wood.s of lupuszna at daylj.ght; adjoining, $ere the woods

of Cze{nik i .  The vi l lage of  Lupuszna was inbabi ted. mainly by Pol ish

farmers contrary to tbe vil lage of Cze*niki where Ukrainians were the

sole inhabi tants.  Wb.en rpe arr ived. at  the woods ,  we were amazeo; about

180 people from the Rohatyn gherto were there. f looked- arounci and

somehow I  fe l t  safe there.  The woods were dense and we were qui te deep

in them. f t  was aot ee.sy to obtain food, but somehow, 8t  n ight we nan-

aged to get to the f ie las, ,  adjacent to the woocrs,  where the farners

s toreo  po ta toes  and.  vegetab les .  C lose-by  where  we 'nere  h ia iag ,  was  a

srnall waterfall whieh supplieo us wirh viater fcr orini<ing and washlng

ourselves.  Nevertheless,  i . t  was very har<i  to preserve our hygienic

requirenents.  Day ano aight we $rere plagueo wirh l ice.

However our "peaceful  existence" oio not last  roc long. Sonehov; the

Ukrainians frcm rhe vi l lage of  Cze3nlk i  found. out rhat Jews were hi i ing

in the woods;rbey informed. the Germans. Sonerine ciuri-ng the nonth. of

July L94, at  ? o 'c lock in tbe morning, rh,e Ukrainians from Czebni .c i

together wi th Gernans sumouncred. us and started. to screao: "Verf luchte
Ju<len" (danped Jews) and $/ere shoot ing in al l  d i rect ions.  f  starteci  to

run. My cousin Josie Al tnan fol lowed. ne. My school  f r iend, I iune Wohl

was also nraning behlnd us. I turnec around: Ukrainians were chasing us.

I  hearc shots,  I  d. id not see my cousin,  but  f  saw people fa l l ing being

shot.  ldy school  f r iend. Hr:ae l lohl  fe l l :  he was shot.  At  ihat  t ine I

t r ipped on a branch, I  fe l l  and I  d io nor move, f  fe l t  rhat  sonebody

kicked. ne. I  d id not know wherher i t  was an Urrainiaa or a Gernan. They

thought that  I  was shot.  f  was just  ly ing;  ny eyes were c losed and f  d id

not move . f h.eard that they were noving away from ne. Not noving I open-

ed. ny eyes. Dea<i people were all arouJxd me. I ci ia not hear any $ore

shcot ings.  f t  was around. 2 or c lock 1n t i :e af ternoon. When I  was sure

that the Gernaas and the Ukrainians 1eft, I ran ou! of the woods into

the nearby f ie lds.  Tb.ere was a d. i tch aao I  junpeo into i t .

At1 of a, sud.d.en f sa\p farmers who were working in the f ielcis , approaching

tne. They most probably saw me rurning from the woods anc junnpj-ng into

the o. i tcb.  They were aware what took plaee in tbe woo<is.  l tJhen rhey got

c lose  to  Ee '  t i :ey  to ld  me tha t  they  were  gc ing  to  k i1 l  ne .  f  sa id .  to

them: " f  a& sure tb.at  i f  you have God in your heart ,  ,voLr.  wi l l  nct  k i l l

3e; ano' if you oo aot b.ave God. in your heart r ;rou can kil l  ne; but



before  you k i I l  ne ,  p lease g ive  ne  some water " .  I  no t iced  tha t  they  had

on their belts, canteens with water and a srorre for sharpening their

tools (s j .ck1es and. scytb.es).  They took of f  the canteens from their

belts and gave me to drink; rhe water was black but I d.rank it. I was

sure that ny end. had. come, Someh.ow f was not scareo; f resigned nyself

to <i ie.  To ny amazement af ter  f  drani< the water,  they lef t  ne and'  con-

t inued tbei t  work in the f ie lds.  f  renaineo ly ing in rhe d ' i tch.  I

not iced that rhey were read.y tc go hone because cbey were pacic iag their

stuf f .  Then I  saw rhen coning in ay c i i recuion. I 'nas sure Ehat ihey

were coming to k i l l  ne.  To my anazeioent uh.ey brought me f  ooo and they

le f t .

I waiteC unril ic got cranc and then I slowly starced. to go baci< into

the  wooa.s .  Pr io r  to  rhese k i l l - fngs  in  the  wooc is ,  w€ es tab l i shed among

ourse ives  one k j -nc  o f  a  wh ls t le .  sc  we cou lo  acknowled6e one anc ther '

So coning back inro the woods, I  kepr nalr ing ch.at  so'ano. f  heard

that sc:oecne was answering me wir i r  the sane souno. Ti :ey asked for iny

naoe ano I  answerec. they eame ouE from uncier the bushes. Tnere $ere

s ix  peop le  ano aroong rhem was my ccus in  Jos ie  r ' I t :nan .  Jcs le  to l i  me

tha t  he  saw Suchar  l lauser rs  nechew.  who was w i th  us  a l l  the  t ine t

be ing  sho t .
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C. HidinR out in the wood.s of Pod.w.ysoicie. eac of Julx 19a]

Vrhen we came back to the wood.s, we $ere afraid to go to oir prevlous

hlding place where the kil l iags by rhe Germans and Uitralnians took

place. l le d.ecid.ed. to cross over to the other side of lrupuszna where were

the woocs of  Poo.wysoxie.  fbe v i l lage of  Poawysokie was inhabi ted nainly

by Pol ish farmers.  There was one house close to the woods. l tve took a

chance ana rcnocked. on rhe d.oor. A Polish farmer (f forgol his narne)

opened the door.  Fi-rst ,  when he saw us o h€ was very scared. to let  us

in.  Then he locked at  t rs,  crossed. hinsel f  anci  let  us in.  I ie gave us some

bread aad oi lk.  That bread. and ai lk revlved us.  T;e k isseci  h is hanos and

he started to cry wi th us.  t r le to ld hin that  we would- be hioing in the

woocis of Fo<iwysoki-e f or a few o.ays. The woocis of Pcdwyscxie were not

as dense as the wood.s of Lupuszna. We lcnew that eventually we woulo

have to leave. Every eveni-ng he was brlnging us f ood.. One evening u;hen

he cane, he tcld. us thar the nexr o.ay he woulci be going to Rohatyn on

some busi-ness; so we sb.ould.  nor expect hin to come with fooo'  But he

brought us enough bread, suf f ic lent  for  the next day. v ihen I  heard that

he was going to Rohar;rn,  f  begged hin to go to the house where I  lef t

ny  b ro ther  Sanue l  (Mi to )  and ray  cous in  C lara  Gloczer  (Ton i  Czekay 's

si .ster) .  l then f  to ld hira thar they are in Sikorslc i 's  house, he knerv

how to get there.  f  begged. bin ro te l l  ny brother to coxie wi th hin to

join ne i-n the wood.s of Podwysokie.

Vlhen that Folish farmer cane back on the next ciay, he toLd rae chat he

saw qy brother ano my cousin. My brorher tolci hin that he woulci cone

anci  jo in ne short ly.  f  was under the impression that uy brother oid not

trust  the Pol ish farmer.  f  kept wai t ing for  ny brother but he never

came. f  even told the Fol ish.  farmer thar i f  f  would leave the wooos of

Podwysokie, I would. always let bin t<now of ny whereabouts in case ny

brother came. After the l iberation I founo out that two weeks prior to

the l iberation ny brother and. my cousin were betrayed by a man who was

hiding them in b.is house after rhey left Sikorski. My brother Samuel

( i l t i ro)  and. ny cousin Clara Glorzer were k i l leo by rhe Germans uwo weeks

before the l iberation. Some people who knew ny broiher told. ne that he

always talked about having a bro'i;her in rhe woods of Poowysorie and be

was planning to jo in hin.  Unfortunately he never did. .

My brother Sanuel (tUii<o) was 17 years old. when he was murdered. I le was a

very bright boy. I looked. up to hi-ra even bhough he was younger than I.

He was a br i lL i -ant  stuoent.  Vlhen ny father lef t  f  or  USA, he was workiag



fo r  ny  molher 's  b ro tber .  Mou is  Barban who was a  lawyer .  My unc le  used
to te1I ny nother tbat ny brother was a born lanyer. i l iy morher was very
proud. of hin. f was always hoping unril the l iberation that be wouJd.

survive.  But th is was not the case. When I  found out af ter  the l ibera-

tion what happened. to him, I reported Eo rhe Soviet autb.ori 'by the name

of the Ukrainian who betrayea uy brorher ro rbe Gernans (I do not remen-

ber his name).  [he Soviet  author i ry aeporteci  the t ra i tor  to Siber ia.

We were hi-ding in Poo.nysokie wooos for about two weeks. Finally tbe

Pol ish farmer to1d. us wi th regret  rhat i t  was very haro for  h im co help

us. l /ve never i<r :ew that he was shel ter ing a Jewish fani ly in his house.

Their  name was Acht;  they had aD infant.  f  was in touch with t t re,*chts

a f te r  the  war .  They  en ig ra ted  to  Is rae l .  Las t  year  Mr .  i ch t  d . ied .



Hidinq Out After the r,iouia"tionjf rhe Rohglxg Gheut o, 1942
D. HidinF out again ia the wood.s of lupugzna

After biding in the wood.s of Podwysokie r we founo out that a fanily by
the name of l lVohl was sti l1 hid.ing in the wooris of Lupuszna; so we figu-
red ub'at  i f  they were st i l I  there,  i t  must be safe to go baci< rhere.
The woods of lrupuszna were dense ; so we would much safer ihere. 'vle

eame bac. i< to the saue place where the nassacre took place bef ore.  i r ;e
dia not see aDy corpses. we founo. out that  the people who were kiLled
there were bur ied in the wooos afrer the r i l l ings.  l te l ived in fear,
but we were more caut ious rhan before.  At  n ight we vrenr to cb.e f ie lds
f  or  potatoes. l le caught some rabbi ts ;  they provj-oed a very gooc nour-
ishneat.

Somerime in August lg4j  in rhe norning I  woxe up in ny b. io ing spot.  AI l
of  a sudden I  fe l t  thau sonet i r ing was touchj .ng ny foor.  I  opened- ny
eyes an<i I saw a rif le near tny f oot. f loo}ceo up and I saw a Geruan
soldj-er.  f  was si lent ly saying a Frayer.  f  heard.  people saying rhis
prayer  be fore  they  were  shot .  I f  I  remenber  cor recr iy  i r  was ' ,Shna
Yis rae l "  (Hear  O,  fs rae l ) .  A l l  o f  a  suacen the  German so la ie r  sa i -d .  to
us :  "Do no t  be  a f ra id  o f  me (p -aU ke ine  Angst ) ,  I  an ,  rhe  sane as  you. "
E  i  r n e f  T  + ] r  n " ,ir:pe { *,., ' ,ur"rght that he was a Jew in a Gernan uniforn. When f came out
from ay hiding spot f  started. to ta lk to him. f  real ized. that  he was
inceeci  a German sold. ier .  I le to ld.  us rhat he and sone orher Gernan
solc i iers oeserre<i  the German arny near Kiev.  fhey al l  went in c i i f ferent
airect ions.  He for:no out that  Jews were hiaing in rhe wood.s ,  sc he
cecideo to go to the wood.s to hide with them. l i is  name was Carl .  I ie
said that  l { i t ler  was a mad.man; he coulo never win che war.  So CarI
wanted to sEay with us;  $re ler  h in.  We fel t  safe wirh hin because r i :ere
was a r i f le present.  In the rneant ime Carl  fe l l -  in love with a Jewish
gir l  who was hio. ing wi th us.  Her name was Sunia.  Eer farni ly cane io
F-ohat;m r iur ing the Soviet  occupat ion.  Eer faoi ly was str ict ly oruhcciox
Jews. i ler father and. grand.farher were rabbis; her nother wore a wig.
Sunia was a beaut i fu l  g i r l ,

' trre stayed together unti l winter of L94+. In February of L944 there was
a runor ihat  Germans were suppcseo. to coiue to the woods of  Lupurro^.  

' '

CarL and Sunia lef t :  they went Ec the v i1J-age of  Fco:, ;ysoxie.  Vc'e srayed.
in uhe wood's of  lupuszna. f t  was snowing very haro;  everything was
covered in aeep snow' We knew that the Germans f t 'ere not able to co$e to
the woocis of Lupuszr\a. Unfortunarely ihe Gerraans viere able io coae to



the wood-s of Podwysokie where Sunia and Carl were biding; they rhought
that the Germans would come to the wood.s of Lupuszna but not to rhe
woo<is of Podwysokie

!!e found. out tb.at the Germaas spotted. Carl ano. Sunia. fhe Gernans opeaed.
f i re.  Car l  rept  shoot ing back (he toor bis r i f le wirh hin).  Suaia was
shot f i rst ,  Ibe farmers uo1<i us (at  a later date) rhat Car l  was very
brave. I ie shot and ki l led many German sold. iers.  When he was wouacie<i ,
Sunia was barely al ive.  CarI  shot Sunia anci  rhea shot hlmsel f .

Sunia ano her fani ly i rsed to l ive in rhe RohaiTm ghetco, next house to
rBy cousins,  Lusia aad Rozia Glotzer.  I  used. ro see Sunia ano her farni ly
in the ghetto.  She was not al lowed to looi< au a boy; th is is hol i i  or tbo-
dox they were. The German soldier. ,  CarI  was very hanci-some and hlghly
educateo. Sunia . i<new chat her parents were no al ive anJrmore. She
v levred  Car I  as  her  p ro tec tor :  she  fe l l  oeep ly  in  love  w i th  h in  ana
d. ied wl th hin.

As I  preo. icted.,  ihe Gernans oid not come to the vrocd.s of  Lupuszna. Every-
th ing  was covereC in  deep sncw.  On cne s lde ,  rhe  fa l l ing  snow was an
aovantage to us;  when we went oovin to the v1l l -age for food.,  our ioot
pr inrs were inned. ia ie ly covered with fa l l ing snow. Surviv ing was very
hard' ;  we d- iQ not have wai l t  c lo i ;h ing.  i : t ty ccusin Josie Al tman and I  shared-
one pair  of  shoes. l ihen f  went for  food.,  he srayeo. beh. inci .  We iook Eurns
wearLng the shoes. There was a aan hioing with us;  h is name was Greenberg.
l ie had a wi- fe.  Si-nce he hao shoes, he useo Eo go wirh me to the v i l lage
for  food. .



a 1

q.llon Of [be Fohat;rn Ghetto. ].
E. fragedy in our hioinF place in the woods of l_upgszna. March 194

one norning in the beginning of March lrg44 T woke up and. f renince<i
nyself that our sack wb.lch we used. for camying potatoes, was torn.
tl le d'id' not have a needle or tbread. in our biaing place. Since we had.
only one pair  of  shoes, f  and Greenberg lef t  our hid. ing place; ny cousin
and Greenberg's wi fe stayea in the hiaing place. l le went to the iJ, ,ohls l
hicting place ; we i<new that there was a neecile ano. tb.read.. Tbe l{ob.ls'
place was approxinately 2 kn frorn us. ri le started. to sew rhe sacK.
Suddenly we heard' shots. It was very hard. to oisriaguish in the wooo.s
fron whau direccion the shots were coming because of  the eeho 1n rhe
woods'  Sonehow f  had a feel ing that rbe shots were coning fron rhe oi-
rec t ioa  o f  our  h id i .ng  p lace .

! ' ie started to go back, but we were very caut ious.  As we came closer ro
our hid'ing place, we saw an U.iraiai-an: he wore a uniform. fhese ilrraln-
ians calLed themselves t 'Band.erowce" af ter  their  leacier Baaoera. fb.eir
nission was to destroy -Poles and. Jews. He nor iced. us an<i  srarred. to
shoot.  l le were running. He just  kept shoot lng but he ci id.  not  l r rn af ter
us '  i t re knew chat there were &ore of  rhem insid.e our hid. ing place. The
snow arcund our hiding place was stained. wi th blooo.

$e ran back to the Wohls;  we tolo rhem whau was happening. f  looke6 at
my coat whicb I  was wearingi  i t  was pierced. wirh burned. bul let  holes.
Ihe bul lecs d- id '  not  get to ne because the coar was roo large for my
size'  We ran out wi th the'r ' iohls into a ai tch.  Deep down in rny heart  f
icnew that all t i :e otbers were dead. incluoing oy cousln Josie alrnan,
Greenberg's wi fe and approxinarely 14 people who were hid. ing wi th us.

Jos ie  A l tman ' i vas  18  years  o1d.  V /e  were  very  c1ose.  A l1  our  l i ves  we
l ive<i  in the sa&e house. His nother Malka Al taan was rny father 's s isrer.
I l is fatber ivlax Altnan enigrared. to USA rogether with n;r father, Jcsie
was a very good- stu<ient. Being ritb hirn I scil l  felt rhar I ha6 a fanri-
ry.  Af ter  th is rraged.y r  fo i rnd 4yse1f ccmplerely arone.

When i t  got  dark we ran out of  rhe wood.s Eo rhe ourskir ts of  a v i l1age.
lfue noticed a houser we icnocked. oo the o.oor. t{obody answered., lt le walked
in '  The house was not occupied-.  Vve were hiaing rhere for  about 2 weeks.
one day the owner returned.; he was a Polish &an, $/hen he saw us, he was
nore scared- than we were. He told us that  we could stay ia the house,



oecause oc  l - l -veo  a l l .  lupuszna;  once 1n  a  w.b . l - le .b .e  carBe Eo Ena: -  Douse.

Aronnd. Apr i l  l9t* ,  when the snow started. to melt ,  we went back co the
wood-s. Somehow we felt safer in rbe wood.s in spite of all rhe happenings
there.  t r 'ood was constant ly a problen. We ate cne neal  a day, so&e bread.
ano. a potato. What kept us going was the gooc news about rhe war which
we were hear ing f rom the Pol ish people.  fhey rolo us uhat the Eussian
artry is as elose as Tarnopol ,  sone ?O Kn from us. [hat  nerf is gave us hope
that perhaps we would survive

One night,  at  tbe ead of  Apr i l  1944, w€ arrenpted. !o go d.own Eo the vi l la-
ge. The vi l lage inhabi tants were Pol ish people.  One PoIe in carr icular,
( f  do not renember h. is nane) was helping us wi th fooa. I f  nor for  h i rn,
we woula have dj-eo. of  hunger.  fhere were other Poles in rhar v i l lage who
helpeo us wi th a good word. about the war whi-ch gave us hope. On rhis
part icuJ.ar night,  as we were going oown, w€ hearo shots.  a l l  of  a suo.cien
we saw f lanes of  f i re.  The Ukrainians found. out rhar rhe Pol ish peopJ.e
were helplng the Jews. They shot che Pol ish people and burned. uheir  hones.
There were cbi ldren ano olcer people who were shor.  I t  was very shocking
to  us .  S ince  these  peop le  los t  the i r  l l ves  because  o f  us r  w€  fe i t  gu i l r y .
v 'vhen we saw then shot around. their  burned homes, we fel t  rage and i isgust.
i le had a feel ing th.at  cur orCeai was coning ro an end..  The people who
helped. us to survive should not have been punished. Sonehow I  kn.ew in ny
heart  that  I  would have to take revenge for al l  what h.appened..  f  le l t
tha t  I  hao no th ing  to  1ose.  A t  tha t  t ime f  was  s r i l l  hop ing  thar  my
brother Samuel was a1i-ve.

' [e went back to the woods. One day whife baking potatoes .  we heard noise

of planes above us.  The planes started Eo shoot (evic i .enr ly when they saw
the snoke) ,  bu t  to  our  b ig  joy  we no t iced  Russ ian  s ta r  on  rhe  p lanes .  We

l<new that the end of our l ives as aninals on ch.e rurt, was close, i ' le wait-

ecr f rom oay to day Eo hear f ron the Pc11sh people that  che Soviet  arny
was near us.  We had to be very careful ,  s iaee we knew t l -at  the "EanCercwce"
were on a ranpage. They knew that their oays rvere nunbered, so th.ey were
try ing Eo oc as much carnage as they cou1d..  Approxi . : rat ,e1y at  the end of
itay L944, ihe Soviet arirry started. to advance very fast in our d.j-rection
f roa  Tarnopc l .  ' r !e  were  s t i l l  h ro ing  hop ing  thar  the  Sov ie ts  wouLo ge t  to
us before the "Band.erowce" would. .  Vie were gor-ng frcn place to place,
t ry ing  to  Keep sa fe .



31

[he Soviet Arqv Arrival To fhe_Village Of lupuszna. Jgne 6. 19r+4

On Juae 4 and. 5, 19r+4 we heard. shots. We presumed that tb.e fighriag was
going on very close to us. On Jr:ae 6, 1944 the shooti-ng subsideti. We
sent cown a young boy to the vil lage. l ie was 1O years o10.. i l is name was
Kirnnel .  ( tn L97O whea I  went to Canad.a to at teno Bar Mitzvah of  ny cous-
in Lusj-a Glotzerrs son Phi l ip,  Ki .mnel came to see me. Surpr is ingly he
did not renernber or be blocked our of his nind. what was happening to
us our ing those t ines).  He was very young, so he was not afraid to go

d.oum. Vve were eager ly wai t ing for  h in to ccne back.

AtI of a suod.en we saw hi-m running and shouting to us Eo come our of

our hid. ing place. We coula baroly comprehend. what he was saying. But
seeing his joyful  facer w€ ioew that he was coning wirh gcoa news. lVhen

he calmeo. dcwn, he tolo us that  the Russj .an solaj-ers l iberated. ihe v i l -

lage of  Lupuszna. We al l  suarted to crX, not bei ieviag thar we were

free. iYe started. to run very fast  towarcs the v11Iage. rJve st i l l  nao Eo
be very careful  not  to be caugh.t  by the "Band.erorrce."

Tdhen we f inal ly came d.own to the v i l lage of  Lupuszrta) we approached the

Russian soldiers.  We told.  then tbat we were Jewish and what happened !o
us. Somehow they o. id not seem to be nuch i rapresseo or surpr ised cf  what
we were teJ- l ing then. i f then we were si t t ing in the wood.s,  very ofren vre
were tslkiag anotrg ourselves that if by any chance lve would surviver w€
presuraed. that people would put us on. a pedestal, -city us and would try
to help us.  But ncw, when we were free, w€ were relat ing our stcry to
soldiers who were our l iberators and they just  starea at  us wirh blanr
looks .

Later we learned. the reasoa for their  response to us.  fhey also lcst
most of  tb.eir  loved. ones fron rhe claws of  Gernan barbar ians.  fhey were
tel l ing us abcut their  exper iences of  a v i l lage with people being
burned alive before their eyes, about the ciestruction by Geraaa animals
before retreati.ug aad about thougands of Russian civil ians who were
ki l led,  Then we real ized that we were not tne only ones who suffered
dur ing this uerr ib le war.

We were sr i l l  hungry.  Unforrunarely che Soviet  sold. iers could.  not  help
us with food. as they were hungry themselves. iVe had Eo go back co the
Polish farmers for food.. They wexe very kino. to us and gave us lcil ic
and bread.



we couro Dot go bacx to RohatJm, because there were rumors thar Germans
were sti l l  in Robat;ra, and. there was a possibil i ty that the Soviet ar&y
night have to retreat. i{e d.ecicied. to play it safe aad go back to rhe
vi l lage of  Btzetany which was closer to [araopol ;  we were sure rhat
Tarnopol  was und.er soviet  occupat ion for  some r imes.

When we approached. some laore Soviet  scl<i iers.  i t  was rhe same al l  over.
Their response was the saoe. the Soviet army was in a bad. shape. The
sold- iers were huagry;  they looked almost l ike us.  They d. id.  not  look to
us l i ice the v icsor ious l iberators,  we imagined.



Returlring To Rohatlm - Ead 9f_June 1944

'rl!e were in Brze Lany for about two weeks. Irlhen we heard. that Lw6w was

l iberated, we knew that Rohatya was also uncier the Sovlet  occupat ion.

We deeided to go back to Rohatyn. We sr i l1 had to be very careful  s ince

rhe "Band.erowce" were act ive ia thej-r  k i l l ings.

I rucki ly the Soviet  solaiers perni t ted.  us to fo l low tb.em. Evear once in

a whi le they gave us a r ide along their  way in their  t rucrs.  They d.rop-

Bed us of f  in the outskir ts of  Roharyn which was cal led Babince. I i ie

waliced to Rohatyn and the first rhing which f noticed, was a san walx-

ing  w i th  a  cane and ho lo . ing  on  to  the  feaces .  When I  toox  a  c loser  look '

I  recogaized hin.  He was a very gooo fr iend of  n ine; b. is na,te nias Bernaro

Kess le r .  f  was  shoeked to  see h in  in  th is  cond i t ion .  He loo i<ed.  a l  us ;

he was surpr iseci  how wel l  we looked. compared Eo bin.  l i is  f i rst  worcs

were ' rw l :a t  k ino  o f  resor t  a re .you comi -ng  f ro ro?"  A t  tha t  c ine  we looked

much. better ihan we lookecr aur ing the t ines when we f i rst  caoe out of

the wooo.s.  l&e were fed by the Pol ish peop' le and also the Sovi-et  soloiers

in BrzeLany hao more fooo bhan the sol-oiers in l,upuszna. Our coraplexi-on

was very good. because we were nost l .y oudoors.

X,ly f irst qu6stion to Bernard. was, wi:ether he knew anything about rny brcrh-

er Sanuel .  I ie icnew. First  he h.esi tared. Eo re1l  &€. From ir is expressi-on

and tears in his eyes ,  I  i<new what he would.  te l l  me. Final ly he tooK my

hands in his hand.s ana ro1o. ne thar ny brotber was xil leci iwo weers prior

to  the  l ibera t ion .  A l l  roy  hopes were  gone.  I  then: rea l i zed  tha t  I  was

the only surviv ing s ib l ing.  First ,  I  was sorry rhaE I  survlved, but then

a thought cane Eo my mino rhat f sti1l hac a fatb.er in USA. Iiopefully

sof, Ie oay I  would jo in him. When Bernaro lcoked. at  my face, he wanted to

cheer me up sonehow. He told rne with joy rhat he was hioing together

with ny ccusins Lusia aaa Rozia aad rheir father Shiye Glot zer . lJe told

me thac they were alive and where rhey were presently l iving. I hugged

b.in and we both. cried.. Bernard. left but he promised to be in touch with

us .

I went to the place where Eernard tolo. rae r,h-at I woulo finc ny cousins

their  farher.  They were in a house previously owned. by a nan nanec

Amarand. There were more people in that  house who also survived in Roha-

tyn.  y ' r } :en I  walked in,  iu took ne a long cj-me to recognize ny cousins

and their  fa iher.  Iv ly cousins were very pret ty gir ls before the war.  l low
tney  were  sk in  and.  bones l  t i r .e i r  fa ther  looked remib le .
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or to cry. .  Af ter  we calmed dowa, they to ld ne that they were with 11

peo-oIe hiding in a baseneat of a goveraaent building in Rohatyn. German

sold. iers were upstairs.  Dhe jani tor  of  th is bui ld. ing suppl ied ihem with

fooo. First ,  f  rhougb.t  how gooo-hea.r ted.  th is janiuor was. fhen I  fo,rnd

out  f ro ro  c ther 'peop lg  who were  in  tha t  h id ing  p1ace,  o f  h is  "good"  w i l l

to save Jews. He sexual ly abused. the wonen; they were at  h is <i isposal

I ike t rappeo aninals.  lveryd.ay he Ehreatened. rbem uhat i f  tbey would aot

perfcrn to his l ik ings,  he would send then upstairs to the Gernan soloiers

(My ccusins Pozia and. Lusia Glorzer never recuperated. f rom rheir  orc.eal .

They were sick aLl  the t ime. they enigrared to Canada anci  becarce very

wealthy. ,  but  Ehey constant l -y carr ieo their  exper iences with them which

af fec ted .  the i r  hea l th ,  subsequenu ly  in  uhe i r  11ves .  lus ia  o ied  in  Apr i l

; ,999  and P6z ia  has  a l l -  sor is  o f  a ihgents ) .

Sh iye  '31otzer  go t  very  s ic r  when he  s rar red  ro  ea t  fooc i .  l i i s  s tonach

shrank of  lack of  food, and when he srarted Eo ear he oevelopeci  severe

o ia rhea .  Fe  ahccs t  o ieC.  I  toox  h in  t c  a  Carhc l i c  bosp i ta l l  I  we .s  w i ;h

h in  ca .y  anc  n igh t  t ry ing  to  he lp  h in  to  ge t  be t te r .  I t  was  "Eoush anc  8o"
bur be surviveo. I  rock hirn back to his oaughiers and we al l  l ived. toge-

ther.  ,v iy cousins becaree l ike ny s j -sters.

t t rhen I  th ink backr w€ were al l  in a shocl< and we were not oiscussing

whac happened.  l t ie  s r i l ]  cou la  nor  be l ieve  uhat  we were  a l i ve i  we d id

not knor,v wher i rer  to be glacr or not.  I  u ias gr ieving fcr  ny brother.  I

went to che aan who' ,vas hic ing hiro pr ior  lo his k i l l ing.  Th.e man told

me thar ny brother werrr looking for food, and was kii lea. I knew lhat he

was 3.yrng. There was plenty of  fooo in rhat house. People to ld ne that

before the Gersaas were abour to leave, he betrayed al l  the Jews hioing

rhere .  I  went  Eo Sov ie r  au thor i ; ies ,  I  t c id  them tha t  he  was a  t ra i to r .

f  i :ao to te l l  uhen rhar he ki l leo Russian solc iers,  Tbey would not pu-

n ish  n in  fo r  jus t  ber ray ing ,Jew-o .  I  d id  succeeo;  he  $ tas  depcr teo  Eo

S iber ia .

l ly cooing bac-lr to F.ohaEyrr was a very sao experiencg. lvery corner renino-

ed ne of  ny fani ly.  h iany r imes f  fe l t  souy uhat I  survivec.  Being to-

gether wi th Lusia,  F. iz ia ano ibeir  father brought back semories of  our

entire fanily. f had ni.ghrnares a.t night. f was cirearoing uhat f was in

the woods and the Gernans End iJkrainians 'rvere chasing me. l ' iben I woke up

1 oic nor icnow whether I sboul-<i be happy rhac f v;as alive.

rVhen we were in rhe wooos I  inagined our l iberat ion qui te di f ferent ly.



Perhaps subconsciously

f would. f iud ny fanily,

I was hoping that

But ttris was aot

when I eome

the case.

"bome to Rohat;ra"



Service in the F.ussian Lrny. JulF 1944 - i 'r[arcb 1946

I stayed. t,ogether with ny cousins lusia and. R5zia and. their father Sbiye

Glotzer for  about one montb.

In July Lgt* I  received. a not ice to report  to the F.ussian Recrui t ing Off i -

ce. I was d-rafted. to the Russlan aimy. I never expected. tb.is to happen

after what I went through, There were about 2O Jewish. young men and

also a Broup of Ukraiaians who were drafteo. fn a $tay we' the Jewish men

couid. have escaped. from beiag cirafied, but o'rr conscieace d.i i. aoi al-l-ow

us to d.o that. We felt ihat after wb.at the German ani:nals did. to our

peopler we have a moral  obl igat ioa to part ic i -pate in oestroyi-ng then.

We had to go on footr  8s far  as to tbe ourskir ts of  Przenyi l .  There the

F,ussiaa iaii i tary officials gave us uniforms and. shipped. us on nil j-tary

trucks to near Rzesz6w, Krosno ano Jasl .o.  There we were trained. how to

hand.Ie weapons. This area was beb. ind i ;be f rcnt  ] ines.  $e l lere srat ioneo

there unti l about January L94r.

Then the Russian offensive has started.. lhe Gernans were retreating

raprd.Ly,  but t i rs i€ nac ct i l1 b.eavy f ig lc in$ gorno on- l re a.d ' , ranced. qui te

fasi through Poland. r::rt j. l  we came to the German bord.ers. Tie took loaay

German pr isoners.  We hao. an order not Eo ki l l  Gernan civ i l ians.  But we

ignored. rhi-s order.  We fel t  tbat  we were coln6 i t  for  our k i l leo fani l ies.

Finally we mad.e it to a towa near Katowice named. Rybnik. fn the tov.'n of

Rybnik a very strong fighi;ing was going on - practically from street ro

street,  f rom bui ld ing to bui ld. ing.  lTe were i -n a th.ree story bui ld- ing;

I  was on ihe f i rst  f loor of  ihar bui ld ing.  Suadenly an ar i i l lery shel l

hit the building and exploced on the f irst f loor wh.ere I was.

I was wound.ed. in ny left hand.. I lcoked around. for somebocy io help ne.

I noticed. that everybody around me was kil leo. ir ' lany of t ire .lci l led. nen

were ny friends with whom f came from kobatgm. I was i-n a teruible pain.

Thea med.ics came and. I was taken away to rhe back of the fighcing l ines

to a nil i tary hospi-taI. [hey band.aged. my wound.ed h.and.. I stayed. there f or

a few d.ays .  Then I  was shi5lped to another mi- l i tary hospi ta l  ia Katov; ice.

From Katowice they transferred. me to a b.ospital in Lwdw. f was in Lwdw

h.ospi ta l  f  or  about two weeks.

to  ne .  She

Iw5w. Vihen

tdy cousi-n Lusia

come to Lwdw. I t

Glotzer found. out what happened.

was anazing hcw she mad.e it to

:0ana3eo lo

f saw her I



could.  n 'o i  bel ieve my eye-s.  Tbe Uicrainians were al l  over rebel l ing tbe

occupat j -on of  che }and. by rhe Soviets.  She real ly sacr i f iced. her l i fe to

come to rae. She went wi th ne to the of f ic ia ls of  ihe hospi ta l .  She &P-

pealed to theu to give rne. a }eave for a few days so tbat she could. take

Be to Rohaty:c.  lhe bospi ta l  of f ic ia ls granted me a leave. I t  was a vely

dangerous journey, but somehow we mad.e i t  safely.

f  stayed. wi th ny cousi-ns uar i l  the end of  tbe wat,  May 8,  L94r.  ef ter

IXay I9a) I  was recal led.  back to ny oiv is ion.  I  reported to the super iors

in Lw6w. There were rumors that we would be shipped to Japan. These ru-

nors aid. aor aateria iLze as iapaa surrena.ered ia ch.e EcaDEi.Ee . []rc.7 sent

us to the fields to help th.e peasants to work on the barvest , tsy then

the Soviets took over the property of  tbe farmers.  Then we were shipped

to Bukovina, a region io Ronanj-a. From Bukovina He were transferued back

to l,w6w.

This was alread.y rb.e end. of September L94r. Fron f,wiw tb.ey shipped. us !o

Sambor.  We had. no id.ea what to expect j -n Sanbor. ' r ib.en we came th.ere we

were assi-gned. to guard. the German war orisoners. That was what I was

hoping for all the tine when I was in the wood.s runniag for ny l ife }ike

an animal. I iere I was in a F.ussian uniform wiih a rif- l-e guard-iag ny eneny

who causeci  so raucb pai ; r .  tc ae and ny peo-c1e. f  ccu.:- . i  lot  bel j .eve lxy good

f ortuae. l , ty t ime f  or  revenge has come. First  o i '  a l l  I  and other iewish

soldiers to ld the German pr isoners rbat we were Jev; ish. .  Just  to see the

fear in their  eyes was a pleasure.  To watch. chen bei-ng hungry ano colo

gave us a l i f t  in surviv ing to t t is  moment.  fhe Russien super lors were

watching the Jewish soloiers very c losely;  rhey knew what we wete capa-

ble of  d-oing to these aninals.  But watching then l ike th is,  was a revenge

nevertheless.  ! !e knew that when i t  would.  ger colcer,  they would.  be c iy lng

I ike d.ogs. We d. id.  bave a control  over their  fooa rat ions;  they were oying

of huager.

f  was in Sanbor unt i l  the beginning of  L946. We, uhe Jewish soldiers

found out that  by law we were Pol ish c i r izens; therefore $e cou1d. be cis-

charged from the Russian arny.  We regisrered ourselves wi th the Russian

off ic ia ls.  One night in the beglnning of  1946, w€ were sent to the out-

s ic i r ts  o f  Sanbor ;  we were  to1d.  to  go  to  the  woocs  to  look  fo r  "BanCercwce" .
All of a sudCen a Russian soldier calne rici ing on a horse ano call i-ng out

my nane. l ihen f  approache$ hin he tolo ne rhat I  was orcrered to report  to

ny oiv is ion in Sambor.  f  came back to Sanbor to rny c i iv is ion super iors.

f reported. to them and, told. then ny uaae. f asxed. v;hy i had. an ord.er to
report .  Somehow nobooy i<aew. That was very typical  of  che Russian arny;



the left hana d.id not know what ihe rlgbt hand. was d.oing. I was very

c i red ,  so  I  wen t  to  s leep .

In Ehe morni-n6 I was awaken by ny supericrs. Tbey asked. ne whelher f

wanted to leave the Russian army. and. to go to Polanc. I  was airaid.  to

tel I  them that th is was what f  wanted. ( tor  fear of  being consi-oered. as

an ant l -Soviet) .  But I  lo ld.  tb.ern that  I  was very t i reo and. ny fami ly was

very anxj.ous to see lne. They gave &e a loaf o-f black bread. and two

herrings and told roe "to leave inneciiately an<i that I was officially

d.ischarged". I hitchhiked back to Rob.atF; it was arouad. Marcb 1946.
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Return to Rohat.yn fron tbe Army

I call}e to the railway station in Roharyn. f d.id. no-, know whether any cf
thg Jewish people were sr i l I  in i iohatyn. When I  amived. f  d id not ioow
in  what  d i rec t i cn  to  go .  F i rs t  o f  a l l  I  was  a l l  a lone.  I  was  scared. r  ?s
I  knew tba t  the ' tBanoerowcer rwere  s t i t l  ac r ive  in  rhe i r  nurders .  The ra i l -
way station was in the outskirts of tb.e town. I aoproached. an Ukrainian
and he told ne that there was one Jewish fanily in Rohatlm.. Their aane
was Stry jer .  ( I  kaew theu from before rhe war).  The Ukrainiaa rold.  nae
that the Stry je ls were sraylng in rhe electr ic power house. f  was fao. i -
l iar wirh the electric power house since I used- to work there d.'.:.r ing rb.e
German occupatS-on. Mr.  Stry jer ts f i rst  name was Moci-e;  he had a s lsrer.
The Stry jers had. two sons; one son ancr Mr.  Suryjer were in Russia dur ing
the war.  Mrs.  Stry jer  wi th another son were hid. ing wi th Lusia,  Rozia and
the i r  fa th .e r  Sh iye  Glo tzer .  One o .ay  rhe  Sr ry je r ' s  son  went  to  loox  fo r
food aad he was murd-ered..  When f  cane to rhe electr j -c power house (elek-
trowrr ia) ,  che Si ; ry jers were very happy to see ne. They roLa me rhat a
iransporr  was supposed. ro come and to take al l  of  us tc Polaao. ( the
Sovlet  Union annexed. to i ts terr i tcry eastern Polano. includiag Robaiyn).

fn the ioeanui-me I  was rry lng to sei l  our fani- ly 'a house, &s f  c id.  not
have any money. I t  was very oi f f iculr  to sel l  rhe l : .ouse even ihough I
had people who were interested- rn buyiag. Fortunately s ince I  vras ia the
Russiaa army, f  had. some "clout"  and I  managed. to sel l  our house. I  was
happy as f  had. some money. f  net  a man nho worxea in a f lour ni l l ;  he
gave ne flour wb.ich f took to Lw6w. r sold it ano. spJ-ir rhe profirs wirh
hia.  I  mao.e qui te a bi t  of  more money.

Before the t ransport  was supposed to come for us,  wo went to the two nass

Sraves where about LTrPOJews were buried.. The first mass grave was for
people who were murdered. on the 2Oth of March 1942. As I wrote previouslX,
I  was forced. to bury the people.  The secono aass grave was for the people
wh.o were bur ied there af ter  June 6,  1941 ar the l iq ioat icn of  the Eherco.
My raother and. my broth.er l.{osbe-Enanuel were buriea rhere. }ly brother
Samuel who was nurd.ered. two weeks _orior ro rhe }iberation, &'as probably
in that  grave as wel l :  a l l  nurd.erec Jews were gatbered. and. thrown in ro
this grave. The Ul.<rainians pointed that mass Erave to us since we were
nol  present in tow'n at  that  t ime. ( f  escape<i to the wooas anci  the Siry jers
were in hid. ing).  The grave was so huge, w€ could.  not  bel ieve our eyes.
I t  was a very t raumat ic exper ience that I  shal l  never fcrget.  The rhree



\ ' ] 1  ! t 5  s d L  o i i  L r ^ e  g r o u n o C 3 ) r r n g  a n a  r e c i E l n g  K a o i . i s h  o v e r  a n d  c v e r . a g a i n .
Ihen we rvent to the other mass grave where r burleo the people on rrtarch
2I, 22 and 21 , 1942, r was sitt ing Ehere alone as the srryjers were wanaer.-
ing arouna the grave. f  a lso kept reciuing Kadci ish chere over ano over
aga in '  Be fore  qy  eyes  I  saw a  v is ion  wh ich  f  w i rnessec  on  rhcse co ld .  sarch
d'ays of  1942. t t i i th heavy hearts we went back ro rhe elecrr1c power house.
We started to get read.y f  or  our d.eparture.



Decarture from Roha!.yn in May 1946 to Pol-and. and Gernan.v

In the beginning of trIay 1946 we <ieparted tc Poland. in a freight train.
Some sore people were gathered on rhe way. The train was going ro Rych-
baci :  (Eeichenbach).  Tcoay this town is nanec Dzier2.oni6vr.  the Stry jers
anc I  got  of f  near Krak6w. The Stry jers found out that  rheir  son was 1n
the F.ussiaa army and be was stationea in Poznan. ttre boarCeo. a passenger

train ano went to Poznan. fn Poznai noboay could give us any iaformation
as  to  Ehe whereabours  o f  S t ry je r ' s  son .  V , 'e  dec ideo to  go  to  Rychbach
there:  w€ i<new. our people went.  iYhen I  anivea at  Rychbacb I  net  wi th
my cousins lusia and R6zia aad their  farher Shiye.  f  was glac to see rLen.
They looked so rauch belcer than ia Rohatyn. They owned. a 6rocery stcre;

I  helped in the store.  We were wai l ing to leave f  or  Germ&D.L US Zone.
Arouno July 1945 we all left for Szc zecin; fron Szczecin we were snug-
gleo across tbe bord.er to GermaDXr French Zone ano "hen to US Zone,
Displacea Persons (nf)  camp Schlachteasee i -n Ber l in.

The Stry jers stayeo. in Poland.,  st i l l  hoping to f inci .  their  son. I  Kepr

in contact  wi th them. Subsequent ly they enigrateo to fsrael  in 1948.

They got together with their son who was in rhe ! '; ladyslaw Sikorsrr's arf, iy.

Vre never forgot our experience of going to rhe graves in F.ohatyn in L946.
' irhen I went back to Rohatyn with ny wife, Bea on Jule 1998 with a grcup

of f i f ty  people,  the event of  ny going uhere to say Xadoish in 1946,
brought baci i  a l l  the nemories.  The Stry jers were not al ive anyacre to go

with us.  The RohatJrner peopl-e residing in Israel  organized i ;he t rJ-p.

Two moauments were erecteo on bhe tv io s i tes of  the x iass graves.
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Sunmer 1947 - Jr:ae 1949 in Ba.yreuth, Bavaria (Gernan,y)

i{i l i tary trucks came to rhe DF Canp Schlachtensee anct took us to Bavaria
(southeastern region of  Geraany).  Tirey lef t  us ia a speci .a l  gacher ing
point  ( f  do aot remember 1ts nane).  They asiced. us where we wanted to go
fron there.  Slnce Lusia,  R6zia ano Shiye Glotzer were in a to ' r ln Bayreurh.
I decid.ed. to Bo-,,there and join uhem. Some of the people fron cur Erans-
por! went t-o--v5.rious DP Canps nearby. Before I left Polano I heara fr 'on
sly father. He for:nd. out rhat one of his sons is alive. He tried. Eo ccn-
tac t  me.  S ince  I  was  no t  in  cne p lace  too  long,  be  had d- i f f i cuh ies .
Before I  was leaving for Bavar ia f  received. a relegram fron ny father;
I answered. that f wil l send. qy aoaress whea f arive in Bavaria. When
I cane to Bayreuthr ex cousins as usual  $ere very happy ro see ne.
Prornpt ly f  sent a te legram to ny father.  A few oays later f  recej-ved. a
EFSsage from the Bayreuth post office that roy farher was trying ro reach
ne by phone. Bayreuth was not equipped. to receive overseas ie lephone
cal Is.  They refemed. me to Ni i rnberg where f  could receive te lephone cal ls
fron ay father. I had to travel seven hours by train to Nrirnberg. But I
oid speak with ny fatb.er quite a few rj-mes. i ie was very anxious for ne
to come to USA and join him. By rhat t ine he haa aa idea what happeneo
to our fanily. He and. other F.ohat;rners erected a monument in :oenory of
th-e victims of Rohat;m.. [he nonument is in the l[t. I iebron cemetery in

Queensr I ' [ .y . ;  ( the same cemetery where qy farher is bur ieo).  I  was anx-
i

iously waiting in the town of Bayreurh for ny d.eparture to USA.

Bayreuth is a very famous town. It 1s tbe birth place of a German com-
poser Riehard.  Ylagaer who was Hit ler t  s favor i re composer.  Hi t ler  esrab-
l ished. there Bany fest ivals (Festspiele).  He had. his personal  box in rbe
Riehard.  V, 'agnerrs theater;  th is became ny favor i te place in Bayreuth.  f
ano ny cousins used. to s i t  in Hi t ler t  s pr ivate box ano l is ten ro the
music. Bayreuth is a very picruresque town; it is sumounded by roun-
tains where l i i t ler had bis resioence, We lived in a house owned, by a
German Herr nleister. He used. to point out Eo us all the places of inter-
est .  f t  was a sat isfact ion to us ro v is i t  a l l  t tese places which i i i t ler
treasured. and now we , tb.e Jews are lhere.

In rhe aeantime I icept receiving pacxages pnd. noney from ny faiher. I le
was working h.ard. to bring ne cver to hin, It was conplicated as f was
not a minor anynore who would be allowea to ccine to a father. I even
changed my birthday, but it was d.ragging on ano on.. 'yVhenever I spcke Eo
ny father f always had" a feeling that b.e was nor in good- healthi of course



ne never  ao ln ] - t leo  i t  to  ne .  I  fe l r  tha t  ae  was very  i : lpa t len l  L r -a l  r t

- - takes so long to br ing ae over to him. I  kept reassur ing hin that  the

day of  ny corning to hin was very near.  A11 tbe reo tape seemeo ro take

forever.  Final ly d.ur ing presiaent Trunanrs aoninistrat ion t i ' .e congress

passed a  D isp laced.  Persons  Ac t  (D+A)  wh ich  a l lowed u te  DP 's  to  en ig ra-

te to USA provid.ed. that  they have a sponsor.  Thj .s of  course was nol  a

prob len  to  me.

During ny ordeal the only thing thar kepr ae going was rhe hope that sone-

day I  wi lL go to ny farherr  BX only parent ancr a c lose relat j -ve.  I  was

planning that f wil l be able to tell hin what I went thrcugh lo survive.

Sonehow subconsciously I  fe l t  that  sonething was wrong. I  Kept pushing

a$;ay ny thoughts but rhey kept coming baci<. The last ierter which 1 re-

ceived was aot wr i t ten by rny father.  That kept bother ing ne. Dur ing the

High l iolicays I wenr vrith ny couslns and. their father to sooe people

where they cond.ucteo. prayers. fhey handeo ne a prayer book. As f cpened

i t , ,  rhe f i rst  prayer that  catre before ny eyes was the Kaoci isb. .  No natter

how I turned the pages of the prayer book, f icept co:ning lo the page of

the Kao.oish.  f  t r ied not to th in l< about th is episode, but i t  kept coning

to ny nind".

My cousin !.ozia with her boyfrieno l lotek Unglick (he changed his name

to Osher)  enigrated. to Palesuine ( toOay fsrael) .  idy cousin Lusia ano

her father Shiye emigrared to Canaoa. I  was going through the process

of f inal ly enigrat iag to USA.



Traglc Disccv-ery- - 4v Early-Iears in- UE!

In June l-9+9 f aryived at Brmerhaven (Gernan port). After sone a.ore of

reo tape I  boarded. a ni l i tary ship,  General  I {auser r ' ;h. ich was supposeC to

take ne to New York.  Shen I  anived at  the pier in New York,  nany rela-

t ives ca&e to neet me. f  never saw any of  4y aunts or ny cousins before.

ldy aunts enigrated. to USA befcre I was even born anc my cousins were

young or soue born in USA. f kept looicing for ny father. Nobco.y was

will ing to break the teryible news to lre rhat on epril 2 ' 1949 ny father

passed. away. I  conslo.ered this ny secono l lo locaust.  Later I  fouad. out

that his heal th deter iorated when b.e learned what happeneo to his wi fe '
sons ano the entire fanily.

t fy aunt Lose l i l tnan (ny father 's s isrer)  wi . th whcro ny father l ived unt i l

h is d.eath,  oecid.ed. that  Toni  Czekay's brorher- in-1av;,  i lerbert  FleissJ-g

should be the one to te l ]  ne th is t ragic news. Herbert  Fleissig was

narr leo to [oni  Czekayt s s ister Ad.e1e ( ; tdele ano her son were auroered.

i -n the Holocaust) .  They fel t  that  i ierbert  feel ing his ol t r l  gr ief ,  coulo

tel l  me about !0y fatherr  s deatb. .  By tbat r ime nobooy had to te l l  ne.  I

hu.ew that I  lost  ny only c lose relat ive r  BX father.

I sat down Shivah and then f wenr to the tenple to say Kaodish. f ar-

ranged. for ,a monument to be erecced. on try father 's grave. I  just  could

not reconci.Ie with the fact that I could. not see rny father alive even
:

fcr  a short  t ine.  I  even regret teo shar I  came to USA. [ Iy aunts anc

ccusins were trying to snap ae out of ny depression but everycti-ng was

in vain. I fel-t nyself drift ing frcn cay ro cay. I l ived in rhe saoe

roon where ny father d.id. with ny aun! Rose anci her daughter Etta. I felt

that they could. not uad.erstand ne. f even d.io- not try to tell them what

I went through. In those days none of the survivors were tell ing about

their experiences d.uri-ag tb.e l iolocaust; nobooy wculd beLieve it anJrur'ay.

I believed that if f told sonebody about By ord.eal, they woula think

that f am a Iiar. Hitler was right when he said. cbat he wil l make the

<iestruction of ihe Jews on such a big scale that nobody wculd belj-eve

it. [he Holocaust surrrlvors kept burying rheir experiences oeep in

their  sou1s. Once in a whi le we, rhe survivors,  would ta lk between o'r l r -

selves about our exper iences. l te were rherefore comfortable being a4ong

the newcomersr BS the Americans were cal l ing us t tgreeners".

Therefore when I  met ny future wi fe,  Bronia VuaLzer in 1950'  I  fe l t  con-

fortable to share my exper i -ences with her.  f  fe l t  rhat  she uncerstooa
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me. I  kept in touch with Lusia and her father.  f  v is i ted.  tb.eu ln Caaad.a.

Tbey also did not oiscuss tbe:-r  ordeals d.ur ing r i re war years.  As a matter

of fact Lusia died on Passover l-999 wirhout tell iag her child.ren aad.

grand-chiloren how the three of thets survived. There was always a boncL

betweea us.  When lusj-a d. ied.  I  suf fered a big loss.

lfy f irst year in USA was very rurbuleat. I just cou]c not f ind. nyself.

The nightmares of ny past continued cosstantly. Somehow nith tb.e help of

ny wi fe and. her parents f  created a successful  aad a product ive l i fe.

When f becane a father in 1914, our daughter lerry whom nre named. after

ny mother Toba, was a precious gi f t  to us.  theo in LgrA our so! .  Iv l i tche!1

was born; we named. hiro after my farher Mayer. I then realized that ny

struggle-s to sr.uvive were not in vain. I consid.er uyself a lucky and a

happy man.

f became a grand.father of Jeffrey ano Michael.

Sonehow l i i t ler 's f i -nal  solut ion was not so f inal .  I  consicr .er  n"y c i r i ldren

and ny granochild.ren a miracle of ny survival.

I  be l ieve  in  the  v ic to ry  o f  good over  ev i l .

?"P Saruch l iashem Tnank God. Jack G).crzer
'J lIIy ZUt'u
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ESTLOGUE

On June 10' 1998 two monuaents were dedicated. in Robatyni one monumeat
was erected in the cutskir ts of  the town, Babi .ncel  ,5OO Jews were ki l led

tbere on March 20, 1942. fhe secono BorruineDE was erected in F.ohatJur near
a br icr-k i ln (ceglelnia),  Jews were brougb.t  there f rom ihe surounding

towns ano vi l lages together wi ih Jews fron Rohatya gherto af ter  i ts
l i iu icrat ion on June 6,  L94t.  Jack Glorzerrs motb.er anci  h is youngesr

brctl:er, Moshe Emanuel are burled there. The exact number of Jews buried.

th.ere is not known; the estinated. nunber of Jews nurciereo by the Gernans

between 1941 and L9+4 and bur ied.  ihere,  is  14,OOO.

beatr ice and Jack Glotzer mad.e a t r ip to I iohatyn for the oeoieat ion of

the lwo monuaents.  The dedicat ion of  the two monuments was atceno-ea by
people f rom tbree cont inents which incluaea survivors,  seccnci  anci  th i rd
genera t ion  o f  oescencan ts .  Loca l  c i t i zens .  loca l  o f f i c ia l s ,  a  rabb i ,
p r ies ts  and the  press .  Eu log ies  were  de l i vereo  in  severa l  languages
(  Y i . r " .  i  c h  l i o l "\  r ruuro . . .  r ,guPOW, Eng l i . sh ,  Pc l i sh  anc .  Ukra in ian) ;  Kaoo ish  and "E i l
L{alei  Raharoin" were reci ied.  Jack Glotzer saio Kadoish for i r i -e faui ly
at  the nonunenls.  The pi lgr ins were ao.dresseo. by a local  t rayor (whc

pronised to protect  and preserve the Ewo monu&ents and the nass graves),

a  i .oman Catho l i -c  p r ies t ,  a  Greek  Or rhodcx  pr ies t  ano.  loca l  c i t i zens .

The Jews buried in the inass graves are ulen. wouen and chi-1dren who v,'e!e

not only brutal ly nurdered by the Gerroan barbar ians anc thelr  col labora-

tcrs,  but  were ! .ever given a proper bur ia l  wi th monuments lndicat ing

the i r  iden t i t ies .  They  were  uo thers ,  fa thers ,  b ro thers ,  s is te rs  w i th

nanes and relat lves.  Their  l ives and idenr i t ies were taken away fron

then in  o roer  to  comple te ly  ob l i te ra re  the i r  ex is tence.

But we shal l  never forgive and shal l  a lways remember then.

REST IN FEACE.

Alexancer !Valzer

July 2000



nliv nui E '/l
T  . ,  t t ' f

; fill: (t

I
- t  F .1 -7

t _  L J l t (
|  . .  i-l!7 
X

i?-tn r<
t ' ;  

" '

}//LL GIVE THLI'] A NENr/RIAT AND TTTRNAL frTffOUN

WHIcg WtLL N}r Bt TtRfltNATtD

ISAIAH 56.5



APPENDIX



- J / -

GLOSSARY (by page)

Notes and abbreviat ions

I .

2 .

7

4 .

Some words l isted. in the glossa.ry are also includ.ed. in the text of
the  s rory  ro  fac i l i ta te  t ie  g ras !  o f  rhe  s to ry .

"soviet ?risy" and "Russian armyrr are used. interchancheably.
"Soviets" and "F.ussians" are used. interchangeably.
The ivord.s referr ing to a part icular .page wi l l  not  be repeated. i f
rhey  appear  on  subsequeDt  -page(s) .
V ,orcs  in  parenrhes is :

( i :eb . )  =  Hebrew
(r iaa . ;  =  y id .6 ish
(Urr.  )  = Ukrainian
(Fo l .  )  =  Po l i sh
(  Gern .
(Russ .

= German
= Russian

)
)
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uott ml-t uas
Yinah Sheno
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( I I gb .  )  . .  .  .  . .  . . .  . .  . . . .  . .  .
God wiub us
May his name be wiped out

Lwow

fL !  " " "  " ' o . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . .  Eow! ,  i n  eas te rn  Po land  be fo rg  t l t o r lo
Urar If (now Uicraiae)

' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  c i t y  !a  eas te rn  Po land .  be f  o re  l l i  o r ro
l| iar ff (now Uk:raine)

S tan is lawow "  "  ' . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  c i t y  in  eas te rn  Po land .  be fo re  Wor lo

(Germ.  )  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

War f f  (now Ukraj-ne, ei ry named
fvano-Franxivs ' k)

Rotren l r iadea (r iver in Rohatyn)
nar.lcet place
ci ty in Polana

I iebrew tern meaning "seven" referr ing
to the f i rst  seven oays of  nourning
af te r  bur ia l  by  rhe  c loses t  re la t i -
ves  o f  rhe  oeceased .  f t  i s  cus touary
to  "s l t  sh ivah" .

red school
l iebrew Eern oeaning "so! of comlsanC-
Io 'ent l  appl ied.  ro a Jewish boy who
reaches h ls  l ) rh  b i r rhoay  and a t ta ins
the age of  re l ig ious oury anci  respoa-
s ib i l i t y

Jewish  teachers
a law in Eohar;rn bef:re i lorlo 'v'/ar II
forbioding r i tual .  s laughter ing cf
cows anci calves

Zj-onist  orgaalzar ion
Zionist  organizar ion
Z ion is t  c rgan iza t ion
name of the Jeil ish l_and before i lorl_ci
War  f f  (nov ;  fs rae l )

high school  in Polanci
physieal  t ra in ing of  Jewish youth
before ' lvor lo V,tar lJ for  t i :e i r  prepa-
rat ion for  eur igrat icn !o patel t i ie
(now Is rae l )

rco lo  (space)  to  l i ve  as  denanded
by l i l t ler  in L9r8-19t9

narro$ strip of lan<i between Gernany
ancr Frussia before i, 'ror1d. war II
internat ional  poru before Cror ld
War f I  (now a Fol ish c i ty Go.aisk)

Soviet  Arny
Sovi-et  d ictator and comma.nO.er- i -n-chief
of $oviet Arrny
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czeru rona  szko la  (Po I .  )  . . . . . . . . .
Bar  M i tzvah  ( f i eU.  )  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

rebb ies  (Y fq .c . )  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .
ob rd t  r y tua lny  (po l .  )  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .

Hanoar  i i a i v r i  (Heb . ;  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hashomer  l i a tza i r  ( i i eb .  )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gordon ia  ( i i e t .  ;  . . . . . . : , . . . . . . . .o . . . .
Pa lgs r ine , . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .o . . . . . .

g innaz jun  (Fo1 .  )  . . . . . . . . . . , . . .
hahshe . ra  ( I i eb . )  . . . . . . . , . . . . , . . . . . . . .

page 9__
Lebensraum
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school in pre-war Poland.
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DASE IL-
l . a in ia  (Po l .  )  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .
Be is  Han id rash  (Heb .  )  . . . , . . . . .  . . . .
C r a c O w  . . . . . . . . . .  o . . . .  o . .  r . , . . . . . . .

page i3-
Judetr tat  (Gern. )

oas,e i/_
cenqilia
Gestapo

ver f luch te  (Germ.  )  . .  .  o . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .
Judgn  (Ggrm. ) , . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .
raus  (Gern . )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ak t ion  (Germ.  )  . . . . .  o .  . .  o . . . . . . . . . .

- L  ^ + +  ^
$ I . l g t J U l J  . . . . . .  r . . . . . .  . . . .  r . . . . .

f f i - fGin.  )  . . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  . . .  .  .  .
j unger  (Ggrn .  )  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bursch  (Gern .  )  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

bath house
synagogue
ci ty in Western Poland.

. . . . . . . . . . .  Jgw ish  counc i l

Greerc orihodox church
Gehe ine  Staa ts  Fo l i ze i  (Gernan secre t
sEate  po l i ce  )

aanneo.
Jews
out
ghetto operat ion in whi .c i r  Jews were
roun<ied. up ano cieported Eo ciea.th
camps or k i l led.  on the spot

sec t ion  o f  a  c i ty  o r  town in  wh ich
Jews were  fo rceo to  l i ve

n' . ro

young
feL low,  boy

nl l i tary nenber in C zertst  Russia
( ant i -Jewish )

hol lest  Jewisb hol iday observeci  wi tb.
fasr ing (cay of  Aroneoent)  ano prayers

hol iest  prayer chanted. in the synagogue
on the eve of Ycn KiPPur

shawl  w i th  f r ingeo eorners  ( tz i t z is )
t radi t ional ly worn over the shouloers
by Jewish nen d.uring Prayers;
p lu ra l  ta l l i th in  ( t rao i t iona l )

Ea l l i tho t  (g ranmat ica l  )

Pol ish v i l lage selected. by Germans as
a death canp for the Jews

ci ty in eastern Poland before vVor ld.
Urar I I  (now Ukralne)

(Fo1 .  )
(Gern .  )

a  a  a  a a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a o

a a a a a a a a a a a a a

DaEe /o-
Kozax (Russ .  )

o"Ee 20
Yolo-T lppur  (Heb.  )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . .

Kc l  N io rg  (Heb .  )  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .

ta l l i t h  ( l i eb . )  . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

cae,e 2l __
E g t z g c  r . ,  r . . .  r . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o . .

Tarnopo l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

p3.se 21g+

Shavuo t - (HeU. ;  .  . . . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  o . . . . .  .

ob las t  (F ;uss .  )  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .

Jewish hcl iday comnemorat ing tbe reve-
Iat lon cf  the law at  l { t .  Sinai

region
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d o
DAEE LO
k

pa lynech i  (Ukr . )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
n t 1

DaEe L7
lEEovaIC $i-tnesses .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .

!gsg-3t-
Shna  I s rae l  (F ,gb .  )  . . . , . . .  o . . . . . . . .

Hab xeine Aagst

Banoerowcg . . .  . . .  . .  . a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

a a  a  t  a  a  a  a  a a .  a  a  a a  a  a

. .  a  person o f  noa-Jewish  fa i th

. . one Kind of Ukraiai-an bread

menbers,cf a group ihac witness by
distr ' ibur ing } i terature ano by personal
evangel isa to bel iefs in the theocra-
tic rule of God aaci the sinfulness of
organizeo religions anci governnents

Fear  O,  Is rae l ;  f i r s t  word .s  o f  con fe-
ssion of  fa i th proclaining the abso-
lu re  ua i ty  o f  God.  Rec i ted  a t  da i l y
prayers and before oeath

<io not be afraid

Stepan Bandera (1908-1959) ;  Ugainian
nat iona l i s t ,  leader  o f  a  te r ro r is t
Ukrainian organizatj-on (OUN) ; fr 'cn.
1940 leaoer of  i ts  revolut ionary wing
so ca l led  "Revo lur ionary"  (OIJN(E)
wi: ieb.  o i rectec an act i .on to extermi-
nate Poles and Jews in western 'Jkralne

in 1941-1944; afrer the war he emigra-
teci ;  d ied in nyster ious c l rcumstances

nembers of  Uxraiaian nar ional ist  gang

vasE area east of  nonncains l j ra ls
be long ing  to  Russ ia ;  charac ter is t i c
of  very ccld c l imate.  Pol i t ical  and.
ser ious cr ine pr isoners were ceporteo
rhere

cl ty in Southeastern Poland
city in Southeastern Poland'
c i ty in $outheasEern Poland
town i-n Southeastern Poland
city j-n Souuhern Polano
city in Southern Poland.

region in F.omanj-a
city in Viestern Uxraine

Electr ic power stat ioa

a Jewlsh prayer recired. in che oaily
ritual of uhe synagogue and by nourners
at public services a.frer rhe death of
a  c lose  re la r l ve .

paEe t{l
-
P rzenyS l  . . . . . . . . .
Rzgszow  . . . . . . . . , .
K rosno  . . . . . . oo . . .
Jas to  . . . . . . . . .  o . .

a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a ,

a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  t  4 . . . . .

a  a  a  a  a a  a  r  a a  a  a  a  a a  a a

a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a  a  a  a  a  a

Ka tcv t i ce  .  . . . .  . . . . .  . .  .  c .  . . . . .  o . .  . . .
Rybn i k  . . . .  . . . . . . o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

aaee t/5

Bukov ina  . . . . . . . .  o . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  r . . .
Sambor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Daqe q7
-*-*l--

e le r t rown la  (po1 . ;  . . . . .  o , . . .  o . . . . .

paEe l3g . - - -

Kaoc i i sh  ( I Ieb .  )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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POznan .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  . city in l l lestern Poland-

ncst  inportant Jewish hol ioays
Iiashanah anci Yon Kippur

(Gern .  )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l own in  Sou thwes te rn  Po land- ,  ca l led
F,ychbach. Before the war th is icnrr  be-
longeci !o Gernany. loday this lolrrl is
cal Ied Dzierboniow.

Szczec ln  . . . . . . . . . . . .  o , . . . . .  o . . . . .po r t  i n  ; ' {o r ' thwes te rn  Pc lanc .  Ee fo re  :hg
war th is port  was in Gernan terr i rcry

D isp laced .  Persons  (DP)  . , . . . . . . . . . re fugees  asd ,  i i o l ccaus t  su rv ivo rs  ( r ' cs t
o f  t iea  were  Jews) ;  camps in  severa l
cc rn t r ies  (Gernany '  Aus t r ia ,  r ia ly '
F rance)  were  foundea fo r  these peop le '
fhese camps l f rere consioereo as a renpo-
rary shel ler  for  the DPt s beford their
eni i rat ion !o countr ies of  their  chci 'ce

Gefnany  US ZOne . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o . . . .? f !€ f  l he  Waf  Gef lnany  WaS tg$po fa f i l y
c iv iaed. inuo i ts Zone, br i t ish Zone t
Fr'encir Zone anci- Fussian Zone

[ ]adys lav ;  S iko rsk i  . ,  .  .  . , .  . .  . . .  . . . lV tadys ]aw S i t co rsk i  (1881-1942)  -
L9r9--1941 Prine l l inister of ?oli-sh goven
nent in exi le;  in i t iator o ' f  inproving
relat ions wi th Soviet  Uni-cn (pact of
JuIy ]0,  f94I) ;  Per ished'  in a Plane
crash near Gibral tar .
He for:laed. an arlny in deep Soviet Unj-cn
cons is t i -ng  o f  Po l i sh  c i t i zens  ( inc1 .
Jev,'s ) f or-coioba.r against Germany uno'er
the command of l, i l laoyslavv' Ancers. After
worsen ing  o f  the  Po l ish-Sov ie t  re la r ions
this arny lef t  Soviet  Union reaching
North Africa rhrough Iran and Palesiine
(tooay Israel) .  An uxnown number of
Jewish soldiers Left  th is aray in Israel

. . .SouEbeastern  reg ion  in  Gernany

i
.

oaee 5A
b -

bava: ' i -a  .  .  .  .  .  .  |  .  .  .  .  .  o  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .

Sayreu th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  o .  Gernan  ro ' , ' {n  in  Bavar . ia
Nurnberg  .  . .  . . .  .  . .  .  . .  . .  . . . .  .  .  . .  . .  o  Ggrman rown in  Bavar ia
Fes tsp ie le  (Germ.  )  . . . .  o . . . . . . . . . .  fgs t i va ls

paee 5l- - . -nagn  l i o r ] - cays  . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . .  t hg
Rosh

t n
DAEE )L
*-l remgr i iaven  . . . . . . , . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  German por t

ail
Das.e J7-
Eil  ivialei F.aharoin ( l i eb )  . . . . . . . . . . .  God  who i s  fu l l  o f  compass ion ;

opening words of prayer for tbe
<ieparted. recited. at funerals ano
dur ing neroor ia l  (Yizkor)  service
j-n tbe synagogue

. . .  b r i cx -k i lnceg ie ln ia  (po I .  )  ,
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ADDENDUM t0 TIIE P4GE OF FEIIEMBRAT\CE OF &rCK GIOIZER'S FAMILY

franslat ion of  Hebrew word.s

'r:5t

pfix
(D
tv

f 'rl ',
o'(,lna

J l

,fiolN
,^1,

( ' lr

'illc

^?0
'70

,nlc
'?ia

Yr+Jq
'th' je
'th7r

Itt

to remember

eternity

o f

cear

martJlrS

fanily

ny father

ny norher

ny grandnother

ny grandfather

ny brother

ny unele

my aunt

ny  cous in  (na1e)

my c6us in  ( fena le )
l

and husbano

r,lc!0
-A'82 l9dc-

p,h 'J(

!:Ja iltft
,rlJa t(

ih ftf(,

-^ (  ̂ l l? . tuu)v__

thJ0

b son
l n l

J,qflC his wife
,u w.ao per lsneo

( fenale,  s ingular )
;too||- wno perished.

(  male,  s ingular )
I  , O

_lAd! who per ished (plural)

who diea
(  fena le ,  s ingu la r )

who ciied
( raa1e,  s ingu ia r )

who died. (plural)

Sb.oah (Holocaust )

Uni- ted Staues of  Ameri-ca

TWO SONS

three sons

two daughters

three oaughrers
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O God, exalted and full of conrpassion, gmnt perfbct peace
in Your sheltering presence, anloug the holy attd the pure,
to the souls of our brethren of the Flouse of Israel who have
gone to their eternal horne. Master of mercy, we beseech
You, shelter them iu the shadow of Your wings forever.
May their souls be bound up in the bond of life. The Lord is
their portion. May they rest in peace. And let us say: Arnen
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